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David Gordon reminds us that, while the word God is no longer meaningful from a scientific point of view, it
continues to denote a resonant myth in our imaginative lives. He directs our attention to those gifted writers
(here called "literary antitheists") who combat the presence of this myth in their own minds by finding
artistic means to dramatize the resultant conflict. Seven such writers, spanning a 200 year period, are closely
studied, their shifting orientation to the God question constituting a progressive narration. Diderot, before the
French Revolution, wrestles speculatively with the difficulty of reconciling the godless materialist
philosophy he embraced with man's undeniable moral concerns. In the 19th century the matter becomes more
urgent. Buechner imagines a connection between human helplessness in the face of history and divine
impotence, and Mark Twain satirically links God and man by way of their common cruelty and stupidity.
Nietzsche boldly explores the moral difficulties and opportunities of living in a metaphysically formless
world, while Hardy broods poetically over the lack of fitness between man and a quasi-anthropomorphic
cosmic will. For Stevens in the 20th century God is assumed to be absent, but the need to believe persists,
and his work asks how the making of poetry can answer that need. Rounding out the narrative, Beckett
understands the nihilism that had alarmed and excited Nietzsche as simply defining the human condition.
The lingering old myth is a subject for mockery and can offer us no comfort at all. His response is to invent
remarkable ways by which nothingness itself becomes fertile ground for imaginative effort.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Jones:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book SEVEN LITERARY ANTITHEISTS: from Diderot
to Beckett will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Cynthia Richards:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name SEVEN
LITERARY ANTITHEISTS: from Diderot to Beckett suitable to you? The book was written by popular
writer in this era. The book untitled SEVEN LITERARY ANTITHEISTS: from Diderot to Beckettis the
main one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world with this book.

David Simpson:

Precisely why? Because this SEVEN LITERARY ANTITHEISTS: from Diderot to Beckett is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Gary Wells:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This SEVEN LITERARY ANTITHEISTS: from
Diderot to Beckett can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications
have than the others?
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