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Sometime around 1500 A.D., an African farmer planted a maize seed imported from the New World. That
act set in motion the remarkable saga of one of the world's most influential crops--one that would transform
the future of Africa and of the Atlantic world. Africa's experience with maize is distinctive but also
instructive from a global perspective: experts predict that by 2020 maize will become the world's most
cultivated crop.

James McCann moves easily from the village level to the continental scale, from the medieval to the modern,
as he explains the science of maize production and explores how the crop has imprinted itself on Africa's
agrarian and urban landscapes. Today, maize accounts for more than half the calories people consume in
many African countries. During the twentieth century, a tidal wave of maize engulfed the continent, and
supplanted Africa's own historical grain crops--sorghum, millet, and rice. In the metamorphosis of maize
from an exotic visitor into a quintessentially African crop, in its transformation from vegetable to grain, and
from curiosity to staple, lies a revealing story of cultural adaptation. As it unfolds, we see how this sixteenth-
century stranger has become indispensable to Africa's fields, storehouses, and diets, and has embedded itself
in Africa's political, economic, and social relations.

The recent spread of maize has been alarmingly fast, with implications largely overlooked by the media and
policymakers. McCann's compelling history offers insight into the profound influence of a single crop on
African culture, health, technological innovation, and the future of the world's food supply.
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From reader reviews:

James Snyder:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Maize and Grace: Africa's Encounter with a New World
Crop, 1500-2000. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important the book Maize and Grace: Africa's Encounter with a New World Crop, 1500-2000. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Anita Rhodes:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that Maize and Grace: Africa's Encounter
with a New World Crop, 1500-2000 book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Roger Cooper:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Maize and Grace: Africa's Encounter with a
New World Crop, 1500-2000 publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Maize and Grace:
Africa's Encounter with a New World Crop, 1500-2000 as good book not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Randy Champion:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Maize and Grace: Africa's
Encounter with a New World Crop, 1500-2000 can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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