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In this short but powerful book of interlinked essays, noted cultural critic Vijay Prashad examines the
contradictions of the American economy.

Prashad assesses a range of related issues: the oft-vaunted US economy, propped up by the rising debt of
poor and middle-class workers; welfare policies that punish those attempting to escape the grip of debt and
poverty; and a prison industry that regulates and houses the unemployed, as well as a reserve army of
laborers.

In Keeping Up with the Dow Joneses, Prashad argues that the advent of mass production and advertising has
converted citizens into consumers whose desires are captured by the phrase "keeping up with the Joneses."

Yet, as Prashad so persuasively demonstrates, keeping up with the Joneses is a trap: Americans have gone
into massive consumer debt, with the poorest forty percent of the public borrowing money to compensate for
stagnant incomes, not to spend on luxuries. Only the richest twenty percent borrow money to invest in
stocks. Not surprisingly, in the last few years, income and wealth differentials have risen to record highs. By
making crystal-clear connections between the economy, welfare reform and the profit-driven prison
industrial complex, Prashad offers a vision for a sustainable and vital anti-imperialist movement.

Vijay Prashad  is Associate Professor and Director of International Studies, Trinity College. He is the
author of several books including Everybody Was Kung Fu Fighting: Afro-Asian Connections and the Myth
of Cultural Purity, Fat Cats and Running Dogs and The Karma of Brown Folk. Each was included in the
Village Voice’s "25 Best Books of the Year" list.
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From reader reviews:

John Judge:

The feeling that you get from Keeping Up with the Dow Joneses: Stocks, Jails, Welfare may be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but Keeping Up with the Dow Joneses: Stocks, Jails, Welfare giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Keeping Up with the Dow
Joneses: Stocks, Jails, Welfare instantly.

Beverly Sands:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Keeping Up with the Dow Joneses: Stocks, Jails, Welfare, you may tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a e-book.

Patricia Koop:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Keeping Up with the Dow Joneses: Stocks, Jails, Welfare can make
you experience more interested to read.

Alice Scales:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Keeping Up with the Dow Joneses: Stocks, Jails,
Welfare to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the



idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it.
Beside that the guide Keeping Up with the Dow Joneses: Stocks, Jails, Welfare can to be your friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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