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This book analyzes the common narrative residing in American History textbooks published in the first half
of the 19th century. That story, what the author identifies as the American “creation” or “origins” narrative, is
simultaneously examined as both historic and “mythic” in composition. It offers a fresh, multidisciplinary
perspective on an enduring aspect of these works. The book begins with a provocative thesis that proposes
the importance of the relationship between myth and history in the creation of America’s textbook narrative.
It ends with a passionate call for a truly inclusive story of who Americans are and what Americans aspire to
become.
 The book is organized into three related sections. The first section provides the context for the emergence of
American History textbooks. It analyzes the structure and utility of these school histories within the context
of antebellum American society and educational practices. The second section is the heart of the book. It
recounts and scrutinizes the textbook narrative as it tells the story of America’s emergence from “prehistory”
through the American Revolution—the origins story of America. This section identifies the recurring themes
and images that together constitute what early educators conceived as a unified cultural narrative. Section
three examines the sectional bifurcation and eventual re-unification of the American History textbook
narrative from the 1850s into the early 20th century. The book concludes by revisiting the relationship
between textbooks, the American story, and mythic narratives in light of current debates and controversies
over textbooks, American history curriculum and a common American narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

The guide with title The First U.S. History Textbooks: Constructing and Disseminating the American Tale in
the Nineteenth Century includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read
this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented
the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Robert Henderson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The First U.S. History Textbooks: Constructing
and Disseminating the American Tale in the Nineteenth Century, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Mildred Olsen:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The First U.S. History Textbooks: Constructing and
Disseminating the American Tale in the Nineteenth Century why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Susan Belcher:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The First U.S. History Textbooks:
Constructing and Disseminating the American Tale in the Nineteenth Century can be the solution, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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