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Described as a 'master plant' by many indigenous groups in lowland South America, tobacco is an essential
part of shamanic ritual, as well as a source of everyday health, wellbeing and community. In sharp contrast to
the condemnation of the tobacco industry and its place in contemporary public health discourse, the book
considers tobacco in a more nuanced light, as an agent both of enlightenment and destruction.

Exploring the role of tobacco in the lives of indigenous peoples, The Master Plant offers an important and
unique contribution to this field of study through its focus on lowland South America: the historical source
region of this controversial plant, yet rarely discussed in recent scholarship. The ten chapters in this
collection bring together ethnographic accounts, key developments in anthropological theory and emergent
public health responses to indigenous tobacco use. Moving from a historical study of tobacco usage –
covering the initial domestication of wild varieties and its value as a commodity in colonial times – to an
examination of the transcendent properties of tobacco, and the magic, symbolism and healing properties
associated with it, the authors present wide-ranging perspectives on the history and cultural significance of
this important plant. The final part of the book examines the changing landscape of tobacco use in these
communities today, set against the backdrop of the increasing power of the national and transnational
tobacco industry.

The first critical overview of tobacco and its uses across lowland South America, this book encourages new
ways of thinking about the problems of commercially exploited tobacco both within and beyond this source
region.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Tipton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the book entitled The Master Plant: Tobacco in Lowland South America. Try to face the book The Master
Plant: Tobacco in Lowland South America as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you
experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we
should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Ruth Michel:

This The Master Plant: Tobacco in Lowland South America book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. That The Master Plant: Tobacco in Lowland South America without we realize teach the one who
studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Master Plant:
Tobacco in Lowland South America can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Master Plant: Tobacco
in Lowland South America having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Debbie Clark:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Master Plant: Tobacco in Lowland
South America is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon.
If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

David Johnston:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Master Plant: Tobacco in
Lowland South America which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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