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Riven by Lust explores the tale of a man accused of causing the fundamental schism in early Indian
Buddhism, but not before he has sex with his mother and kills his father. In tracing this Indian Buddhist
Oedipal tale, Jonathan Silk follows it through texts in all of the major canonical languages of Buddhism,
Sanskrit, Pali, Tibetan, Chinese, and Japanese, along the way noting parallels and contrasts with classical and
medieval European stories such as the legend of the Oedipal Judas. Simultaneously, he investigates the
psychological and anthropological understandings of the tale of mother-son incest in light of contemporary
psychological and anthropological understandings of incest, with special attention to the question of why we
consider it among the worst of crimes.

In seeking to understand how the story worked in Indian texts and for Indian audiences?as well as how it
might work for modern readers?this book has both horizontal and vertical dimensions, probing the place of
the Oedipal in Indian culture, Buddhist and non-Buddhist, and simultaneously framing the Indian Oedipal
within broader human concerns, thereby contributing to the study of the history of Buddhism, the
transmission of narratives in the ancient world, and the fundamental nature of one aspect of human sexuality.

Starting from a brief reference in a polemical treatise, Riven by Lust demonstrates that its authors borrowed
and intentionally adapted a preexisting story of an Oedipal antihero. This recasting allowed them to
calumniate their opponents in the strongest possible terms through the rhetoric of murder and incest. Silk
draws on a wide variety of sources to demonstrate the range of thinking about incest in Indian Buddhist
culture, thereby uncovering the strategies and working methods of the ancient polemicists. He argues that
Indian Buddhists and Hindus, while occupying the same world for the most part, thought differently about
fundamental issues such as incest, and hints at the consequent necessity of a reappraisal of our notions of the
shape of the ancient cultural sphere they shared.

Provocative and innovative, Riven by Lust is a paradigmatic analysis of a major theme of world mythology
and a signal contribution to the study of the history of incest and comparative sexualities. It will attract
readers interested in Buddhism, Indian studies, Asian studies, comparative culture, mythology, psychology,
and the history of sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Patten:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
all day long to reading a reserve. The book Riven by Lust: Incest and Schism in Indian Buddhist Legend and
Historiography it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book offers high quality.

Loretta Yoder:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Riven by Lust: Incest and Schism in
Indian Buddhist Legend and Historiography reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still hesitation Riven by Lust: Incest and Schism in Indian Buddhist Legend and Historiography as good
book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by
its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Rebecca Stark:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Riven by Lust: Incest and
Schism in Indian Buddhist Legend and Historiography which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's observe.

Jamie Leal:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Riven by Lust: Incest and Schism in Indian Buddhist
Legend and Historiography can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?
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