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In the wake of the American Revolution, if you had asked a citizen whether his fledgling state would survive
more than two centuries, the answer would have been far from confident. The problem, as is so often the
case, was money. Left millions of dollars of debt by the war, the nascent federal government created a
system of taxes on imported goods and installed custom houses at the nation’s ports, which were charged
with collecting these fees. Gradually, the houses amassed enough revenue from import merchants to stabilize
the new government. But, as the fragile United States was dependent on this same revenue, the merchants at
the same time gained outsized influence over the daily affairs of the custom houses. As the United States
tried to police this commerce in the early nineteenth century, the merchants’ stranglehold on custom house
governance proved to be formidable.

In National Duties, Gautham Rao makes the case that the origins of the federal government and the modern
American state lie in these conflicts at government custom houses between the American Revolution and the
presidency of Andrew Jackson. He argues that the contours of the government emerged from the push-and-
pull between these groups, with commercial interests gradually losing power to the administrative state,
which only continued to grow and lives on today.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Floyd:

This National Duties: Custom Houses and the Making of the American State (American Beginnings, 1500-
1900) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain
by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific National Duties: Custom Houses and
the Making of the American State (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) without we realize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry National Duties: Custom
Houses and the Making of the American State (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) can bring once you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This National Duties: Custom Houses and the Making of the American State
(American Beginnings, 1500-1900) having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Donald Lombard:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is National Duties: Custom Houses and the Making of the American State (American Beginnings,
1500-1900).

Betty Giuliani:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is usually National Duties: Custom Houses and the Making of the American State
(American Beginnings, 1500-1900). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Pablo Cook:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book National Duties: Custom Houses and
the Making of the American State (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is



to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the reserve National Duties:
Custom Houses and the Making of the American State (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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