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Jean-Paul Sartre's famous question, "For whom do we write?" strikes close to home for francophone writers
from the Maghreb. Do these writers address their compatriots, many of whom are illiterate or read no
French, or a broader audience beyond Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia? In Experimental Nations, Réda
Bensmaïa argues powerfully against the tendency to view their works not as literary creations worth
considering for their innovative style or language but as "ethnographic" texts and to appraise them only
against the "French literary canon." He casts fresh light on the original literary strategies many such writers
have deployed to reappropriate their cultural heritage and "reconfigure" their nations in the decades since
colonialism.

Tracing the move from the anticolonial, nationalist, and arabist literature of the early years to the relative
cosmopolitanism and diversity of Maghrebi francophone literature today, Bensmaïa draws on contemporary
literary and postcolonial theory to "deterritorialize" its study. Whether in Assia Djebar's novels and films,
Abdelkebir Khatabi's prose poems or critical essays, or the novels of Nabile Farès, Abdelwahab Meddeb, or
Mouloud Feraoun, he raises the veil that hides the intrinsic richness of these artists' works from the eyes of
even an attentive audience. Bensmaïa shows us how such Maghrebi writers have opened their nations as
territories to rediscover and stake out, to invent, while creating a new language. In presenting this masterful
account of "virtual" but veritable nations, he sets forth a new and fertile topography for francophone
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Robinson:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Experimental Nations: Or, the Invention of the
Maghreb (Translation/Transnation) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored.
It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited
book with you?

Steven Kilgore:

This Experimental Nations: Or, the Invention of the Maghreb (Translation/Transnation) book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will
be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot
of information you will get. This particular Experimental Nations: Or, the Invention of the Maghreb
(Translation/Transnation) without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Experimental Nations: Or, the Invention of the Maghreb
(Translation/Transnation) can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Experimental Nations: Or, the
Invention of the Maghreb (Translation/Transnation) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Richard Cary:

Here thing why this kind of Experimental Nations: Or, the Invention of the Maghreb
(Translation/Transnation) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is
good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Experimental Nations: Or, the Invention of the Maghreb (Translation/Transnation) giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with
Experimental Nations: Or, the Invention of the Maghreb (Translation/Transnation). It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form
of Experimental Nations: Or, the Invention of the Maghreb (Translation/Transnation) in e-book can be your
choice.

Donald Fujita:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Experimental Nations: Or, the Invention of the



Maghreb (Translation/Transnation) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Experimental Nations: Or, the Invention of the Maghreb (Translation/Transnation) has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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