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Lou Reed made it his mission to rub people the wrong way, whether it was with the noise rock he produced
with the Velvet Underground in the late 1960s or his polarizing work with Metallica that would prove to be
his swan song. On a personal level, too, he seemed to take pleasure in insulting everyone who crossed his
path. How did this Jewish boy from Long Island, an adolescent doo-wop singer, rise to the status of
Godfather of Punk? And how did he maintain that status for decades?

Dirty Blvd.—the first new biography of Reed since his death in 2013—digs deep to answer those questions.
And along the way it shows us the tender side of his prickly personality.

Born in Brooklyn, Reed was the son of an accountant and a former beauty queen, but he took the road less
traveled, trading literary promise for an entry-level job as a budget-label songwriter and founding the Velvet
Underground under the aegis of Andy Warhol. The cult of personality surrounding his transformation from
downtown agent provocateur to Phantom of Rock and finally to patron saint of the avant-garde was
legendary, but there was more to his artistic evolution than his abrasive public persona. The lives of many
American rock stars have had no second act, but Reed’s did.

Dirty Blvd. not only covers the highlights of Reed’s career but also explores lesser-known facets of his work,
such as his first recordings with doo-wop group the Jades, his key literary influences and the impact of
Judaism upon his work, and his engagement with the LGBT movement. Drawing from new interviews with
many of his artistic collaborators, friends, and romantic partners, as well as from archival material, concert
footage, and unreleased bootlegs of live performances, author Aidan Levy paints an intimate portrait of the
notoriously uncompromising rock poet who wrote “Heroin,” “Sweet Jane,” “Walk on the Wild Side,” and
“Street Hassle”—songs that transcended their genre and established Lou Reed as one of the most influential
and enigmatic American artists of the past half-century.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Rutledge:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Dirty Blvd.: The Life and Music of Lou Reed. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book
Dirty Blvd.: The Life and Music of Lou Reed. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, you can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Margaret Walker:

The book Dirty Blvd.: The Life and Music of Lou Reed will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Dirty Blvd.: The Life and Music of Lou Reed is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Joseph Barnett:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Dirty Blvd.: The Life and Music of Lou Reed
publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Dirty Blvd.: The Life and Music of Lou Reed
as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Kimberly Moore:

This Dirty Blvd.: The Life and Music of Lou Reed is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Dirty Blvd.: The
Life and Music of Lou Reed can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's
why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life and
also knowledge.
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