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Sweet Bamboo is the vivid and absorbing memoir of a Chinese American family who lived in Los Angeles
since the first years of the twentieth century. Lovingly recounted by the second daughter, who went on to
become the first Asian American reporter for a major American newspaper, this account illuminates the
many changes that occurred in the family as members increasingly became integrated into American society.
While much of the attention given to Chinese immigrants has focused on the struggles of working class
people, this book sheds new light on a different kind of immigrant experience—that of privileged Chinese
parents and their children living in relative affluence in a predominantly white neighborhood.

The family saga begins in China's Kwangtung Province, in the village of Gum Jook (Sweet Bamboo), about
31 miles south of Canton. It follows Louise Leung Larson's parents through their arranged marriage in 1898,
to their arrival in Los Angeles, the birth of three daughters and five sons (named after American presidents),
and her father's development of a successful herbalist business. Larson's intimate portrait of her family, her
lively depiction of Los Angeles at the turn of the century, and her engaging descriptions of meals eaten,
holidays celebrated, school events, visits from relatives, and much more make this a richly textured
excursion into the dreams and disappointments of everyday life.

The death of the author's mother in 1957 marks the end of an era for the Tom Leung family. An epilogue
brings the story to the late 1980s, tracing the intermarriage of the third and fourth generations, and the
family's diminishing sense of its Chinese identity. A postscript by the author's daughter, Jane Leung Larson,
provides details of the fourth and fifth generations Leungs and recounts Jane's trip to China where she visited
her parents' birthplaces and met relatives from both her grandmother's and grandfather's families. Taken
together, these keen observations illustrate several generations' adaptation to dual cultures and the formation
of a unique Chinese American sensibility.
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From reader reviews:

Tiffany Hassell:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Sweet
Bamboo: A Memoir of a Chinese American Family? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have other opinion?

Myrtie Hammond:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Sweet Bamboo: A Memoir of
a Chinese American Family. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Michael Banks:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Sweet
Bamboo: A Memoir of a Chinese American Family, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Wendy Hartnett:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Sweet Bamboo: A Memoir of a Chinese
American Family e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Sweet Bamboo: A Memoir of
a Chinese American Family as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
publication that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.
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