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Fifty Ships That Changed the Course of History is a beautiful guide to fifty water vessels that played a key
role in world history and had a great impact on human civilization. The book presents the ships
chronologically, beginning with Pharaoh Khufu's Solar Barge from about 2566 BCE. The chapter includes a
photograph of the reconstructed ship, discovered in 1954 near the Great Pyramid. Religious beliefs held that
in the afterlife the pharaoh would need a ship to sail the cosmic waters of the sky with the sun god, Ra.

The book closes with another sun-seeking ship four thousand years later. The epitome of an ocean cruise
ship, the MS Allure of the Seas is the biggest passenger ship ever built. An Oasis-class cruise ship, it is a
destination in itself, complete with a Central Park-like oasis, 18 decks, 5,492 passengers, and a crew of
2,384.

Between these landmark vessels is a variety of ships used for all of mankind's needs, from hunters searching
for food, traders with goods to barter and warriors bent on conquest, to explorers longing to see what lay
beyond the horizon. Over time, the first small primitive watercraft evolved into bigger seagoing vessels,
shaping our history, culture, and civilization along the way.

Some of the fifty ships are:

USS Holland, the first successful submersible vehicle, built in 1897.●

USS Enterprise, the first of the nuclear-powered supercarriers.●

SS Torrey Canyon, source of the first big oil spill at sea.●

SS Ideal X, the first container ship, which revolutionized global trade.●

USS Missouri, the US Navy's last battleship and host to the ceremony that ended World War II.●

SS Normandie, which set new standards for luxury ocean transport.●

U-21, Germany's most deadly U-boat and the first to sink a ship and survive.●

RMS Lusitania, the luxurious ocean liner whose sinking forced America into World War I.●

Mayflower, whose passengers, the Pilgrim Fathers, sailed to America.●

Zheng He's Treasure Ships, seven great fleets of ships that reached Africa.●

The Trireme, a fine example of a pre-Viking Nordic vessel.●

Amistad, overtaken by its slave passengers.●

SS Great Britain, the first transoceanic ship.●

Bismark, one of the most powerful battleships of World War II, defeated by a biplane.●

The concise text is highlighted by elegant reproductions, photographs, and sidebars, paintings, ship plans,
quotes and photographs.

This attractive reference provides an innovative perspective on maritime and world history. It is an excellent
selection for all collections.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Marcellus:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Fifty Ships That Changed the Course of History: A Nautical
History of the World (Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History).

Harold McDonough:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Fifty Ships That Changed the Course of History: A
Nautical History of the World (Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History) is kind of guide which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Marie Griffin:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Fifty Ships That Changed
the Course of History: A Nautical History of the World (Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History)
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Dean Herbert:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Fifty Ships That Changed the Course of History: A Nautical History of the
World (Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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