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The road to riches for the hero of this sweeping historical novel ends up being rockier than he initially
expects. Norwegian immigrant Jonas Olsen arrives in late nineteenth-century Minneapolis with little money
and less English. He quickly learns to reinvent himself—from laboring in sewer construction to building a
successful dry goods business, from losing everything in a banking collapse to settling the Red River Valley.
While an eminently likable character, Jonas can also be ruthless in his ambition to find success in America. 

The Rise of Jonas Olsen is at once an immigrant novel, business novel, political novel, and a western,
offering a rich and panoramic view of Scandinavian immigrant life in the Upper Midwest. Wist combines
realism and satire to depict the role Norwegian Americans played in the economic, political, and cultural life
of the Upper Midwest. 

Originally published serially in the Norwegian-language newspaper the Decorah Posten in the 1920s, The
Rise of Jonas Olsen illustrates an immigrant’s struggle to preserve his identity and heritage while striving to
become fully accepted as an American. 

Johannes B. Wist (1864–1923) was a journalist and editor of the Decorah Posten from 1900 to 1923. 

Orm Øverland is professor of American literature at the University of Bergen, Norway, and the author of The
Western Home: A Literary History of Norwegian America and Immigrant Minds, American Identities:
Making the United States Home, 1870-1930. 

Todd W. Nichol is editor of the Norwegian-American Historical Association publication program. 

Published in cooperation with the Norwegian-American Historical Association.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Cuellar:

Here thing why this The Rise of Jonas Olsen: A Norwegian Immigrant's Saga are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. The Rise of Jonas Olsen: A Norwegian Immigrant's Saga giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar
with The Rise of Jonas Olsen: A Norwegian Immigrant's Saga. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Rise of Jonas
Olsen: A Norwegian Immigrant's Saga in e-book can be your choice.

Kristy Lange:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Rise of Jonas
Olsen: A Norwegian Immigrant's Saga suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer
in this era. Often the book untitled The Rise of Jonas Olsen: A Norwegian Immigrant's Sagais the main of
several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world in this book.

Eric Bittinger:

The e-book with title The Rise of Jonas Olsen: A Norwegian Immigrant's Saga includes a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Walton Han:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition of information. Even you love The Rise of Jonas Olsen: A Norwegian Immigrant's
Saga, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.
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