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Dressmaking, considered a natural extension of women's proper work in the home, was a common and
lucrative employment for women in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It afforded creative
expression, prestige in the community, and even the possibility of financial independence. Yet as
entrepreneurs, dressmakers faced unique business pressures, and with the advent of department stores and
widespread mass production of women's clothing, most were forced out of business. Coinciding with the
exhibition Cynthia Amneus organized for the Cincinnati Art Museum, this work examines the nineteenth-
century ideology of women's separate sphere, the early feminist movement, women in the workplace, and
dressmakers as artisans and professionals. More than 140 stunning custom-made garments, historical
photographs, and dressmakers' labels document the superb artistic and technical skill of the women who
produced fashionable dress in Cincinnati from 1877 to 1922. Bracketing Amneus's incisive study are essays
by Anne Bissonnette on the eccentric tea gown, Marla Miller on the pitfalls of researching women's cultural
work, and Shirley Teresa Wajda on the dressmakers' wealthy clientele. In all, A Separate Sphere offers a
careful look into the lives of women struggling with ideological boundaries. Chronicling choices made by
and imposed on both working-class women and their affluent counterparts, it reveals how these women
managed to enhance their prescribed sphere for themselves and for the community at large. Anne
Bissonnette is costume curator at Kent State University Museum. Her most recent exhibition is The Hours of
the Woman of Leisure. Marla Miller teaches history at the University ofMassachusetts, Amherst. Her book
on craftswomen in rural New England, 1740-1820, is forthcoming from the University of Massachusetts
Press. Shirley Teresa Wajda teaches history and American studies at Kent State University. Her book "Social
Currency: Commercial Portrait Photography and the Fashioning of an American Middle Class, 1839-1889"
is forthcoming from Temple University Press.
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Morrison:

The e-book untitled A Separate Sphere (Costume Society of America Series) is the e-book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of A Separate Sphere (Costume Society of America Series) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Marsha Gleason:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this A Separate Sphere (Costume Society of
America Series) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation A Separate Sphere
(Costume Society of America Series) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one
publication that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Sharon Edwards:

This A Separate Sphere (Costume Society of America Series) is great reserve for you because the content
which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having A
Separate Sphere (Costume Society of America Series) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do
you still doubt which?

Kimberly Plummer:

You may spend your free time to study this book this publication. This A Separate Sphere (Costume Society
of America Series) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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