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In 1767, more than a century before Germany was incorporated as a modern nation-state, the city of
Hamburg chartered the first Deutsches Nationaltheater. What can it have meant for a German playhouse to
have been a national theater, and what did that imply about the way these theaters operated? Michael
Sosulski contends that the idea of German nationhood not only existed prior to the Napoleonic Wars but was
decisive in shaping cultural production in the last third of the eighteenth century, operating not on the level
of popular consciousness but instead within representational practices and institutions. Grounding his study
in a Foucauldian understanding of emergent technologies of the self, Sosulski connects the increasing
performance of body discipline by professional actors, soldiers, and schoolchildren to the growing interest in
German national identity. The idea of a German cultural nation gradually emerged as a conceptual force
through the work of an influential series of literary intellectuals and advocates of a national theater, including
G. E. Lessing and Friedrich Schiller. Sosulski combines fresh readings of canonical and lesser-known
dramas, with analysis of eighteenth-century theories of nationhood and evolving acting theories, to show that
the very lack of a strong national consciousness in the late eighteenth century actually spurred the emergence
of the German Nationaltheater, which were conceived in the spirit of the Enlightenment as educational
institutions. Since for Germans, nationality was a performed identity, theater emerged as an ideal space in
which to imagine that nation.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Wood:

This Theater and Nation in Eighteenth-Century Germany (Studies in European Cultural Transition) are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Theater and
Nation in Eighteenth-Century Germany (Studies in European Cultural Transition) can be one of many great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Theater and Nation
in Eighteenth-Century Germany (Studies in European Cultural Transition) giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Anita Cannon:

The publication untitled Theater and Nation in Eighteenth-Century Germany (Studies in European Cultural
Transition) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content
that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Theater and
Nation in Eighteenth-Century Germany (Studies in European Cultural Transition) from the publisher to make
you much more enjoy free time.

Richard Brassell:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Theater
and Nation in Eighteenth-Century Germany (Studies in European Cultural Transition) your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Theater and Nation in Eighteenth-
Century Germany (Studies in European Cultural Transition) giving you one more experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Armida Shipman:

The book untitled Theater and Nation in Eighteenth-Century Germany (Studies in European Cultural
Transition) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works.



You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice go through.
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