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The cultural battle known as the Quarrel of the Ancients and Moderns served as a sly cover for more deeply
opposed views about the value of literature and the arts. One of the most public controversies of early
modern Europe, the Quarrel has most often been depicted as pitting antiquarian conservatives against the
insurgent critics of established authority. The Shock of the Ancient turns the canonical vision of those events
on its head by demonstrating how the defenders of Greek literature—rather than clinging to an outmoded
tradition—celebrated the radically different practices of the ancient world.

At a time when the constraints of decorum and the politics of French absolutism quashed the expression of
cultural differences, the ancient world presented a disturbing face of otherness. Larry F. Norman explores
how the authoritative status of ancient Greek texts allowed them to justify literary depictions of the
scandalous. The Shock of the Ancient surveys the diverse array of aesthetic models presented in these ancient
works and considers how they both helped to undermine the rigid codes of neoclassicism and paved the way
for the innovative philosophies of the Enlightenment. Broadly appealing to students of European literature,
art history, and philosophy, this book is an important contribution to early modern literary and cultural
debates.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Gray:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and History in
Early Modern France. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important a new book The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France. You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book as
well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's study.

Mary Williams:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this The Shock of
the Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France.

Diana Keller:

The book with title The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France includes a lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

John Stewart:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and
History in Early Modern France was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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