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On April 6, 1922, in Paris, Albert Einstein and Henri Bergson publicly debated the nature of time. Einstein
considered Bergson's theory of time to be a soft, psychological notion, irreconcilable with the quantitative
realities of physics. Bergson, who gained fame as a philosopher by arguing that time should not be
understood exclusively through the lens of science, criticized Einstein's theory of time for being a
metaphysics grafted on to science, one that ignored the intuitive aspects of time. The Physicist and the
Philosopher tells the remarkable story of how this explosive debate transformed our understanding of time
and drove a rift between science and the humanities that persists today.

Jimena Canales introduces readers to the revolutionary ideas of Einstein and Bergson, describes how they
dramatically collided in Paris, and traces how this clash of worldviews reverberated across the twentieth
century. She shows how it provoked responses from figures such as Bertrand Russell and Martin Heidegger,
and carried repercussions for American pragmatism, logical positivism, phenomenology, and quantum
mechanics. Canales explains how the new technologies of the period--such as wristwatches, radio, and film--
helped to shape people's conceptions of time and further polarized the public debate. She also discusses how
Bergson and Einstein, toward the end of their lives, each reflected on his rival's legacy--Bergson during the
Nazi occupation of Paris and Einstein in the context of the first hydrogen bomb explosion.

The Physicist and the Philosopher is a magisterial and revealing account that shows how scientific truth was
placed on trial in a divided century marked by a new sense of time.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Gum:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That
Changed Our Understanding of Time book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease
the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with The Physicist and the Philosopher:
Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our Understanding of Time content conveys the thought
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein,
Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our Understanding of Time is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Dwight McBride:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
publication. The book The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed
Our Understanding of Time it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book
you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price
is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Gerardo Roney:

This The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our Understanding
of Time is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal
with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great
organize word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the
Debate That Changed Our Understanding of Time in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment
right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt that?



Derek Clancy:

You can obtain this The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our
Understanding of Time by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your
solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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