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Shaman of Oberstdorf tells the fascinating story of a sixteenth-century mountain village caught in a panic of
its own making. Four hundred years ago the Bavarian alpine town of Oberstdorf, surrounded by the towering
peaks of the Vorarlberg, was awash in legends and rumors of prophets and healers, of spirits and specters, of
witches and soothsayers. The book focuses on the life of a horse wrangler named Chonrad Stoeckhlin
[1549–1587], whose extraordinary visions of the afterlife and enthusiastic practice of the occult eventually
led to his death?and to the death of a number of village women?for crimes of witchcraft.

In addition to recounting Stoeckhlin's tale, this book examines the larger world of alpine myths concerning
ghosts and other spirits of the night, documenting how these myths have been abused by German political
movements over the years. As an introduction to modern German witchcraft research, as a study of the local
impact of the Counter Reformation, and as a historical investigation into popular culture, Behringer's book
has the advantage of telling a compelling individual story amidst larger discussions of peasant raptures,
magical healing, and unfamiliar alpine notions such as the "furious army," the "wild hunt," popular bonfire
festivals, and eerie echoes of pagan Wotan.

Wolfgang Behringer is one of the premier historians of German witchcraft, not only because of his mastery
of the subject at the regional level, but because he also writes movingly, forcefully, and with an eye for the
telling anecdote. Reminiscent of such classics as The Cheese and the Worms and The Return of Martin
Guerre, Shaman of Oberstdorf is an unforgettable look at early modern German folklore and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Cason:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Shaman of Oberstdorf:
Chonrad Stoeckhlin and the Phantoms of the Night (Studies in Early Modern German History) book because
book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Mark Spears:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Shaman of Oberstdorf: Chonrad Stoeckhlin and the Phantoms of the Night (Studies in
Early Modern German History), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Elisabeth Martinez:

This Shaman of Oberstdorf: Chonrad Stoeckhlin and the Phantoms of the Night (Studies in Early Modern
German History) is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who also
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information
accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Shaman of Oberstdorf: Chonrad
Stoeckhlin and the Phantoms of the Night (Studies in Early Modern German History) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Laura Burnham:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This publication Shaman of Oberstdorf: Chonrad Stoeckhlin and the Phantoms of the



Night (Studies in Early Modern German History) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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