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Donn Draeger was the most influential martial artist/scholar of the 20th century. His more than twenty books
and long list of accomplishments support this argument. For this reason, we are publishing this anthology of
articles that focus on this outstanding person. Although short in length, this book is rich in content covering
the inspiring life and contributions of a leading pioneer in the Asian martial traditions. The author of the first
chapter, Robert W. Smith, was a close confidant of Draeger during his career. With Draeger, Smith co-
authored the classic Asian Fighting Arts (later renamed as Comprehensive Asian Fighting Arts). Smith was
in a unique position to provide details about Draeger’s character, academic and martial skills. Donn Draeger
wrote two letters to Smith (dated September 2, 1969 and June 29, 1981) that gave insight into Miyamoto
Musashi. Smith was writing a book review and asked Draeger for his opinion on the historical swordsman.
With the help of Joseph Svinth, Smith merged and edited these letters. This contains Draeger’s response in
his typically ebullient tone of correspondence with Smith. Donn Draeger can easily be considered as the
“father of Asian martial arts research” in the West since he conducted pioneering research in the field and
was one of the highest ranking black belts in a number of Japanese combative arts. As a scholar, he became
involved in a Japanese research society for martial arts, and built upon it. Author Hugh Davey writes on the
founding and influence of the International Hoplology Society Draeger founded. Draeger shaped the lives of
several generations of martial artists. It was unknown to most that he had died in a Wisconsin hospital
following medical treatments for natural sicknesses and perhaps for poisoning. In the last chapter, Dr.
Friman tells of his discovery of Donn Draeger’s gravesite. Finding his grave in 1998 brought proper respects
from friends, including Kaminoda Tsunemori, master of jo and sword. Scholars of combative traditions and
martial arts practioners—especially those participating in the Japanese arts—will benefit greatly by reading
this short anthology. Draeger’s life is inspiring to both the scholar and practitioner.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Mosley:

The book Draeger: Pioneering Leader in Asian Martial Traditions give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Draeger: Pioneering Leader in Asian Martial Traditions for being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like available and read a reserve Draeger: Pioneering Leader in Asian Martial Traditions.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this book?

Charles Smith:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Draeger:
Pioneering Leader in Asian Martial Traditions.

David Swanson:

Precisely why? Because this Draeger: Pioneering Leader in Asian Martial Traditions is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Bobbie Freeman:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Draeger: Pioneering Leader in Asian Martial
Traditions, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of



hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading
friends.
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