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What is a human? Are humans those with human DNA, those in possession of traits like rationality, or those
made in the image of God? The debate over what makes human beings unique has raged for centuries. Many
think that if society accepts the wrong definition of what it is to be human, people will look at their neighbor
as more of an animal, object, or machine-making maltreatment more likely. In the longest running claim, for
over 150 years critics have claimed that taking a Darwinist definition results in people treating each other
more like animals.

Despite their seriousness, these claims have never been empirically investigated. In this groundbreaking
book John H. Evans shows that the definitions promoted by biologists and philosophers actually are
associated with less support for human rights. Members of the public who agree with these definitions are
less willing to sacrifice to stop genocides and are more supportive of buying organs from poor people, of
experimenting on prisoners against their will, and of torturing people to potentially save lives. It appears that
the critics are right.

However, Evans finds that few Americans agree with these academic definitions. Looking at how most of
the public defines humanity, we see a much more nuanced picture. In a fascinating account, he shows that
the dominant definitions are unlikely to lead to human rights abuses. He concludes that the critics are right
about the definitions of a human promoted by academic biologists and philosophers, and are therefore
justified in their vigilance. However, because at present few Americans agree with these definitions, the
academic definitions would have to spread much more extensively before impacting how the general public
acts. Evans' book is a major corrective to the more than century-long debate about the impact of definitions
of a human.
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From reader reviews:

Belia Gillespie:

The reserve untitled What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human Rights is the guide that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot
of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human Rights from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Gerardo Whittaker:

Typically the book What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human Rights has a lot info on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author.
The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Marcus Casale:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human Rights was
filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.

Alex Miller:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean for
Human Rights was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book What Is a Human?:
What the Answers Mean for Human Rights has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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