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It was during the Victorian era that the circus, whose origins lay in the fairground world, emerged as a
commercialized entertainment that we would recognize today. This development was intricately tied to a
widespread demand for circus acts by a broad range of classes. In The Circus and Victorian Society, Brenda
Assael examines this interest in the circus as an artistic form within the context of a vibrant, and sometimes
not so respectable, consumer market. In doing so, she provides not only the first scholarly history of the
Victorian circus but also a new view of nineteenth-century popular culture, which has usually been seen as
the preserve only of the working class.

The Victorian circus ring was a showcase for equestrian battle scenes, Chinese jugglers, clowns, female
acrobats, and child performers. In addition to their wondrous qualities, unabashed displays of physical
power, and sometimes subversive humor, however, Assael reveals how such acts were also rendered as
grotesque, lewd, or dangerous.

The consuming public’s desire to see the very kinds of displays that reformers wished to regulate put the
circus establishment in a difficult position. Wishing to create a respectable reputation for itself while also
functioning as a profitable business, the industry was engaged in a struggle that required the appeasement of
both the regulator and the consumer. This conflict informs us not only of the complicated role that the circus
played in Victorian society but also provides a unique view into a collective psyche fraught by contradiction
and anxiety.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Mathis:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Circus and
Victorian Society (Victorian Literature and Culture Series)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Tyrone Knudson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Circus and Victorian Society
(Victorian Literature and Culture Series) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you could pick The Circus and Victorian Society (Victorian Literature and
Culture Series) become your current starter.

Dustin Alvarez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Circus and Victorian Society
(Victorian Literature and Culture Series) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt The
Circus and Victorian Society (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) as good book not merely by the cover
but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Larry Swartz:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as
of book The Circus and Victorian Society (Victorian Literature and Culture Series). Contain your knowledge
by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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