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In recent decades, advances in deciphering Maya hieroglyphic writing have given scholars new tools for
understanding key aspects of ancient Maya society. This book—the first comprehensive examination of the
Maya royal court—exemplifies the importance of these new sources. Authored by anthropologist Sarah E.
Jackson and richly illustrated with drawings, photographs, and maps, Politics of the Maya Court uses
hieroglyphic and iconographic evidence to explore the composition and social significance of royal courts in
the Late Classic period (a.d. 600–900), with a special emphasis on the role of courtly elites.

As Jackson explains, the Maya region of southern Mexico and Central America was not a unified empire but
a loosely aggregated culture area composed of independent kingdoms. Royal courts had a presence in large,
central communities from Chiapas to Yucatan and the highlands of Guatemala and western Honduras. Each
major polity was ruled by a k’uhul ajaw, or holy lord, who embodied intertwined aspects of religious and
political authority. The hieroglyphic texts that adorned walls, furniture, and portable items in these centers of
power provide specific information about the positions, roles, and meanings of the courts. Jackson uses these
documents as keys to understanding Classic Maya political hierarchy and, specifically, the institution of the
royal court. Within this context, she investigates the lives of the nobility and the participation of elites in
court politics. By identifying particular individuals and their life stories, Jackson humanizes Maya society,
showing how events resulted from the actions and choices of specific people.

Jackson’s innovative portrayal of court membership provides a foundation for scholarship on the nature,
functions, and responsibilities of Maya royal courts.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Frazier:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer
that question because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Politics of the Maya Court:
Hierarchy and Change in the Late Classic Period (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture) to read.

John Lyons:

Politics of the Maya Court: Hierarchy and Change in the Late Classic Period (Latin American and Caribbean
Arts and Culture) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get
every word into joy arrangement in writing Politics of the Maya Court: Hierarchy and Change in the Late
Classic Period (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture) however doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

German Montoya:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Politics of the Maya Court:
Hierarchy and Change in the Late Classic Period (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture) reserve
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Politics of the Maya Court: Hierarchy and Change
in the Late Classic Period (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture) as good book not just by the
cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Donna Sedillo:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This Politics of the Maya Court: Hierarchy and
Change in the Late Classic Period (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture) is simple to deliver you
can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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