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Lon Chaney became a top star with his portrayal in The Hunchback of Notre Dame in 1923. Carl Laemmle
announced to his exhibitor's, in 1924, that Chaney would sign to do one more pictures before he started his
contract with the newly formed Metro-Goldwyn company. To capitalize on the Hunchback's huge success he
wanted to combine the names Victor Hugo and Lon Chaney and proudly stated that the project was Victor
Hugo's "The Man Who Laughs". Meanwhile at Universal City, treatments and scripts were being prepared
and contracts between Chaney and Universal were being drawn up by Universal's lawyers Loeb and Loeb.
All was going smoothly until Laemmle returned to California and found out that no one had secured the
rights to The Man Who Laughs. The production came to a dead stop. Chaney suggested The Phantom of the
Opera and Laemmle happily agreed, since he could still use the standing sets from the Hunchback and
having met with Gaston Leroux, the author of the Phantom he was familiar with the story. It wasn't until
1928 that The Man Who Laughs rights were secured and production started but with a complete new cast
and crew. The role previously meant for Chaney was taken over by Conrad Veidt and Mary Philbin, who
was scheduled to play the part in the Chaney version, resumed her starring role as Dea, the blind girl in love
with Gwynplaine, who as a child had his face disfigured into a permanent grin by a sadistic band of gypsies.
Gwynplaine grows up and is a great success as a carnival attraction. Unknown to everyone, Gywnplaine is
actually the son of a Peer of England, whose father had to go into exile to escape the wrath of the King of
England. Also included in this volume is a facsimile of the complete 5 chapter story from Liberty Magazine,
by Adela Rogers St. John, "Lon Chaney, Portrait of the Man of a Thousand Faces" published in 1931, 9
months after his untimely death at age 47.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Williams:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this LON CHANEY AS THE MAN WHO LAUGHS -
An Alternate History for Classic Film Monsters.

James Garza:

The ability that you get from LON CHANEY AS THE MAN WHO LAUGHS - An Alternate History for
Classic Film Monsters could be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more
you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but LON CHANEY AS
THE MAN WHO LAUGHS - An Alternate History for Classic Film Monsters giving you enjoyment feeling
of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone
who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that LON CHANEY AS THE MAN WHO LAUGHS
- An Alternate History for Classic Film Monsters instantly.

Terrance Bartholomew:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking LON CHANEY AS THE MAN
WHO LAUGHS - An Alternate History for Classic Film Monsters that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick LON CHANEY AS THE MAN
WHO LAUGHS - An Alternate History for Classic Film Monsters become your starter.

Herbert Knight:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and LON CHANEY AS THE MAN WHO LAUGHS -
An Alternate History for Classic Film Monsters or even others sources were given expertise for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher



or even students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes LON CHANEY AS THE MAN WHO LAUGHS - An Alternate
History for Classic Film Monsters to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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