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While the influence of Alexander von Humboldt (1769–1859) looms large over the natural sciences, his
legacy reaches far beyond the field notebooks of naturalists. Humboldt’s 1799–1804 research expedition to
Central and South America with botanist Aimé Bonpland not only set the course for the great scientific
surveys of the nineteenth century, but also served as the raw material for his many volumes—works of both
scientific rigor and aesthetic beauty that inspired such essayists and artists as Emerson, Goethe, Thoreau,
Poe, and Frederic Edwin Church.

Views of Nature, or Ansichten der Natur, was Humboldt’s best-known and most influential work—and his
personal favorite. While the essays that comprise it are themselves remarkable as innovative, early pieces of
nature writing—they were cited by Thoreau as a model for his own work—the book’s extensive endnotes
incorporate some of Humboldt’s most beautiful prose and mature thinking on vegetation structure, its origins
in climate patterns, and its implications for the arts. Written for both a literary and a scientific audience,
Views of Nature was translated into English (twice), Spanish, and French in the nineteenth century, and it
was read widely in Europe and the Americas. But in contrast to many of Humboldt’s more technical works,
Views of Nature has been unavailable in English for more than one hundred years. Largely neglected in the
United States during the twentieth century, Humboldt’s contributions to the humanities and the sciences are
now undergoing a revival to which this new translation will be a critical contribution.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Dennie:

This book untitled Views of Nature to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book
in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to
you to past this publication from your list.

Leona Hicks:

The book untitled Views of Nature contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with
easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new
period of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Robert Olsen:

Beside this particular Views of Nature in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Views of
Nature because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Dorcas Rogers:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Views of Nature. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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