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Set in a fictitious African nation, this novel by the distinguished writer Sony Labou Tansi takes aim at the
corruption, degeneracy, violence, and repression of political life in Africa. At the heart of The Shameful
State is the story of Colonel Martillimi Lopez, the nation’s president, whose eccentricity and whims
epitomize the "shameful situation in which humanity has elected to live." Lopez stages a series of grotesque
and barbaric events while his nation falls apart. Unable to resist the dictator’s will, his desperate citizens are
left with nothing but humiliation. The evocation of this deranged world is a showcase for the linguistic and
stylistic inventiveness that are the hallmark of Sony Labou Tansi’s work.

This first English translation by Dominic Thomas includes a foreword by Congolese writer Alain
Mabanckou that contextualizes the novel’s importance in literary history and the significance of Sony Labou
Tansi for future generations of writers.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Shameful State (Global African Voices). You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book
The Shameful State (Global African Voices). You can add information and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Matthew Armstrong:

The book The Shameful State (Global African Voices) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book The Shameful State
(Global African Voices)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
The Shameful State (Global African Voices) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Daniel Hayes:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Shameful State (Global African
Voices) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read
it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Jordan Miller:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Shameful State (Global African
Voices) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications
have than the others?
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