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This book radically revises our understanding of the construction of symbolic power in the age of absolutism
by examining the fictions that emerge from visual, narrative, and ceremonial representations of (and
reactions to) the 1660 marriage of Louis XIV to the Spanish infanta. Drawing on semiotics, the history of
theater and spectacle, gender studies, and anthropology, the author reconsiders the nature of representation in
absolutist political culture.

The book is not intended as a history of the marriage. Rather, the author analyzes in detail exemplary
moments or scenes from the royal wedding, in particular uncovering the dialectic at the heart of nuptial
fictions. Like the kinship exchange out of which they emerge, fictions of marriage manipulate antagonistic
forces in the service of promoting the political culture of absolutism.

The nuptial fiction portrays a king who though central, is not yet absolute, and who depends on images and
representational forms to become visible. His perceived power relies on appendages such as the queen and
forms like print, fireworks, and drama. A calculus of addition, this dependence is invisible from within the
models previously used to explore the representation of sovereignty, models based on rituals of substitution
like the funeral rite.

Though the fictions generated during Louis XIV’s marriage are not the principal ones of his rule, they do
affect the portrait of the king and provide insight into the making of an image scholars too frequently take for
granted. Studying nuptial fictions invites us to reexamine clichés about the representation of absolutist
power, generalizations that do not fully characterize the less monumental (but equally crucial) periods of
Louis XIV’s kingship.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Ames:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed
Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial Fictions and the Making of Absolutist Power? Maybe it is
to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Blake Westerman:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV:
Nuptial Fictions and the Making of Absolutist Power book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Bennie Gale:

This Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial Fictions and the Making of Absolutist Power is great
publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great
manage word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial Fictions and the Making of
Absolutist Power in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Debra Treat:

This Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial Fictions and the Making of Absolutist Power is new
way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
bit of digest in reading this Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial Fictions and the Making of
Absolutist Power can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-



book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your
better life and also knowledge.
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