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Taking stock of contemporary social, cultural, and political currents, Timothy Brennan explores key turning
points in the recent history of American intellectual life. He contends that a certain social-democratic vision
of politics has been banished from public discussion, leading to an unlikely convergence of the political right
and the academic left and a deadening of critical opposition. Brennan challenges the conventional view that
affiliations based on political belief, claims upon the state, or the public interest have been rendered obsolete
by the march of events in the years before and after Reagan. Instead, he lays out a new path for a future
infused with a sense of intellectual and political possibility.

In highlighting the shift in America's intellectual culture, Brennan makes the case for seeing belief as an
identity. As much as race or ethnicity, political belief, Brennan argues, is itself an identity-one that remains
unrecognized and without legal protections while possessing its own distinctive culture. Brennan also
champions the idea of cosmopolitanism and critiques those theorists who relegate the left to the status of
postcolonial "other."

Wars of Position documents how alternative views were chased from the public stage by strategic acts of
censorship, including within supposedly dissident wings of the humanities. He explores how the humanities
entered the cultural and political mainstream and settled into an awkward secular religion of the "middle
way." In a series of interrelated chapters, Brennan considers narratives of the fall of the Berlin Wall and the
Clinton impeachment; reexamines Salman Rushdie's pre-fatwa writing to illuminate its radical social
leanings; presents a startling new interpretation of Edward Said; looks at the fatal reception of Antonio
Gramsci within postcolonial history and criticism; and offers a stinging critique of Hardt and Negri's Empire
and the influence of Italian radicalism on contemporary cultural theory. Throughout the work, Brennan also
draws on and critiques the ideas and influence of Heidegger, Lyotard, Kristeva, and other influential
theorists.
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From reader reviews:

Joni Thompson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time
to be go through. Wars of Position: The Cultural Politics of Left and Right can be your answer because it can
be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Linda Guyette:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Wars of Position: The Cultural
Politics of Left and Right is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Ed Abraham:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Wars of Position: The Cultural Politics of Left and Right.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Philip Nguyen:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Wars of Position: The Cultural Politics of Left and Right can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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