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Ireland's Abbey Theatre was founded in 1904. Under the guidance of W. B. Yeats and Lady Augusta
Gregory it became instrumental to the success of many of the leading Irish playwrights and actors of the
early twentieth century.
Conventional wisdom holds that the playwright Sean O'Casey was the first to offer a new vision of Irish
authenticity in the people and struggles of inner-city Dublin in his groundbreaking trilogy "The Shadow of a
Gunman," "The Plough and the Stars," and "Juno and the Paycock." Challenging this view, Mannion argues
that there was an established tradition of urban plays within the Abbey repertoire that has long been
overlooked by critics. She seeks to restore attention to a lesser-known corpus of Irish urban plays,
specifically those that appeared at the Abbey Theatre from the theatre's founding until 1951, when the
original theatre was destroyed by fire. Mannion illustrates distinct patterns within this Abbey urban genre
and considers in particular themes of poverty, gender, and class. She provides historical context for the plays
and considers the figures who helped shape the Abbey and this urban subset of plays. With detailed analysis
of box office records and extensive appendixes of cast members and production schedules, this book offers a
rich source of archival material as well as a fascinating revision to the story of this celebrated institution.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Urban Plays of the Early Abbey
Theatre: Beyond O'Casey (Irish Studies) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ronda Caesar:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
The Urban Plays of the Early Abbey Theatre: Beyond O'Casey (Irish Studies).

Roberta Bourland:

Often the book The Urban Plays of the Early Abbey Theatre: Beyond O'Casey (Irish Studies) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Meredith Butler:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is actually The Urban Plays of the Early Abbey Theatre: Beyond O'Casey (Irish Studies).
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