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Remarkably little has been written on the subject of modernism in Japanese fiction. Until now there has been
neither a comprehensive survey of Japanese modernist fiction nor an anthology of translations to provide a
systematic introduction. Only recently have the terms "modernism" and "modernist" become part of the
standard discourse in English on modern Japanese literature and doubts concerning their authenticity vis-a-
vis Western European modernism remain. This anomaly is especially ironic in view of the decidedly modan
prose crafted by such well-known Japanese writers as Kawabata Yasunari, Nagai Kafu, and Tanizaki
Jun’ichiro. By contrast, scholars in the visual and fine arts, architecture, and poetry readily embraced
modanizumu as a key concept for describing and analyzing Japanese culture in the 1920s and 1930s.

This volume addresses this discrepancy by presenting in translation for the first time a collection of twenty-
five stories and novellas representative of Japanese authors who worked in the modernist idiom from 1913 to
1938. Its prefatory materials provide a systematic overview of the literary movement’s salient features?anti-
naturalism, cosmopolitanism, the concept of the double self, and actionism?and describe how modanizumu
evolved from its early "jagged edges" into a sophisticated yet popular expression of Japanese urban life in
the first half of the twentieth century. The modanist style, characterized by youthful exuberance, a tongue-in-
cheek tone, and narrative techniques like superimposition, is amply illustrated.

Modanizumu introduces faces altogether new or relatively unknown: Abe Tomoji, Kajii Motojiro, Murayama
Kaita, Osaki Midori, Tachibana Sotoo, Takeda Rintaro, Tani Joji, Yoshiyuki Eisuke, and Yumeno Kyusaku.
It also revisits such luminaries as Kawabata, Tanizaki, and the detective novelist Edogawa Ranpo. Key
works that it culls from the modernist repertoire include Funahashi Seiichi’s Diving, Hagiwara Sakutaro’s
"Town of Cats," Ito Sei’s Streets of Fiendish Ghosts, and Kawabata’s film scenario Page of Madness. This
volume moves beyond conventional views to place this important movement in Japanese fiction within a
global context: an indigenous expression born of the fission of local creativity and the fusion of cross-
cultural interaction.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Burton:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book
allowed Modanizumu: Modernist Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Charles Siegrist:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Modanizumu: Modernist Fiction from Japan,
1913-1938 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Jamie Hernandez:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Modanizumu: Modernist Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938, you could tells your family, friends and soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Mary Muncy:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Modanizumu: Modernist
Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938 which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.
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