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Spotlighting the legendary cartoonists’ courses.

This glorious history-and-compilation from Marschall Books is long overdue — filling a hole in the
chronicle of America’s cartoon and comics heritage. For generations, there was hardly a major cartoonist or
animator in American who had not been a youthful “student” of the many mail-order cartooning “schools”
and correspondence courses. At one time these institutions provided rites of passage for aspiring cartoonists,
illustrators, and animators.

Instant discovery of, and cultivation of, talent invariably was promised by these schools and books… as was
success (“Cartoonists Make Big Money!!!”). Thousands of youngsters, over several decades, dutifully
bought their tools, set up their bedroom or basement “studios,” and laboriously copied the lessons about
perspective, anatomy, shading, wrinkles, folds, action, animals, the human form (ah, the human form)…
even those little shadows under characters’ shoes. Many students mailed their drawings in and anxiously
awaited corrections by the masters themselves (or reasonable facsimiles of celebrity cartoonists).

Mail-Order Geniuses surveys the legendary correspondence courses of the Landon School, the Federal
School, W L Evans, ZIM, Clare Briggs, Billy DeBeck, Russell Patterson, Jefferson Machamer, Charles
Kuhn, Bill Nolan, Joe Musial, Art Instruction Institute, Famous Cartoonists, and others.

The book will reproduce the lessons — in truth, many of these courses were excellent teaching tools —
including tips, sketches, wisdom, and drawing-board photos of the great cartoonists of their time. Some
lesson books will be reprinted in facsimile. The book will also document the many success stories and
accomplished students who “graduated” from the American institutions of another day — Roy Crane and
Milton Caniff were Landon School students; the W L Evans School touted a letter from the satisfied, but
barely published, student Chester Gould; Charles Schulz’s work as a student so impressed what is now the
Art Instruction Institute that they hired him as an instructor of students’ work.

This “class reunion” is more than good history, good art, and good fun: it is a vital piece of cartooning
history, never documented until this landmark volume. 48 pages of color, black-and-white illustrations
throughout
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From reader reviews:

Brent Cook:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Mail Order Geniuses.

Helen Elder:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is usually Mail Order Geniuses.

Catherine Scott:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Mail Order Geniuses can be the
answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Betsy Aguilar:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is known as of book Mail Order Geniuses. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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