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The male thynnine wasp's extreme sexual enthusiasm is crucial to reproduction of hammer orchids in the
wild. Hammer orchids have co-evolved to produce odors identical to those manufactured by female thynnine
wasps. The male wasp's superb sensitivity to the scent of his female mate is the basis for the hammer orchid's
deceit--in effect, orchids exploit the male insect's highly adaptive sense of smell for their own propagation.
While pollinating orchids is a waste of time, and thus a maladaptive activity for a wasp, his mistake comes
about because he must react quickly whenever he senses a possible mate nearby. Alcock suggests that, "for
insects, he who hesitates is lost, although perhaps it would be better to say that he who hesitates often loses a
chance to pass on his genes."

This book abounds with clever explanations for how these exceptionally complex flowers came to be shaped
as they are. The reader can explore many aspects of orchid biology and history ranging from how some
species avoid inbreeding, to the origins of orchids from an ancestor that belonged to the asparagus family.
Examining each component of an orchid's flower, Alcock explains how the various parts work together to
produce the plant's minute offspring. Each element of an orchid, as quirky as it may seem, is biologically
significant, bearing the imprint of natural selection. Readers can share in the delight that Darwin and all other
orchid enthusiasts have felt in making sense of even the smallest of details of these most wonderful plants.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Sandiford:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read will be An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution.

Celina Ziolkowski:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant
Evolution why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Diane Dockins:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and
Deception in Plant Evolution is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lisa Gregory:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and
Deception in Plant Evolution can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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