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Innocence on the run: Sebastião Salgado’s focus series on child migrants and refugees

In every crisis situation, children are the greatest victims. Physically weak, they are often the first to
succumb to hunger, disease, and dehydration. Innocent to the workings and failings of the world, they are
unable to understand why there is danger, why there are people who want to hurt them, or why they must
leave, perhaps quite suddenly, and abandon their schools, their friends, and their home.

In this companion series to Exodus, Sebastião Salgado presents 90 portraits of the youngest exiles,
migrants, and refugees. His subjects are from different countries, victims to different crises, but they are all
on the move, and all under the age of 15. Through his extensive refugee reportage, what struck Salgado
about these boys and girls was not only the implicit innocence in their suffering but also their radiant
reserves of energy and enthusiasm, even in the most miserable of circumstances. From roadside refuges
in Angola and Burundi to city slums in Brazil and sprawling camps in Lebanon and Iraq, the children
remained children: they were quick to laugh as much as to cry, they played soccer, splashed in dirty water,
got up to mischief with friends, and were typically ecstatic at the prospect of being photographed.

For Salgado, the exuberance presented a curious paradox. How can a smiling child represent circumstances
of deprivation and despair? What he noticed, though, was that when he asked the children to line up, and
took their portraits one by one, the group giddiness would fade. Face to face with his camera, each child
would become much more serious. They would look at him not as part of a noisy crowd, but as an
individual. Their poses would become earnest. They looked into the lens with a sudden intensity, as if
abruptly taking stock of themselves and their situation. And in the expression of their eyes, or the nervous
fidget of small hands, or the way frayed clothes hung off painfully thin frames, Salgado found he had a
refugee portfolio that deserved a forum of its own.

The photographs do not try to make a statement about their subjects’ feelings, or to spell out the particulars
of their health, educational, and housing deficits. Rather, the collection allows 90 children to look out at the
viewer with all the candor of youth and all the uncertainty of their future. Beautiful, proud, pensive, and sad,
they stand still before the camera for a moment in their lives, but ask questions that haunt for years to come.
Will they remain in exile? Will they always know an enemy? Will they grow up to forgive or seek revenge?
Will they grow up at all?
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From reader reviews:

Robert Cobb:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Sebastião Salgado: Children. Try to make the book Sebastião Salgado:
Children as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a
lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well
as knowledge with this book.

Ardith Bobo:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Sebastião Salgado: Children is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Joey Mendoza:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Sebastião Salgado: Children this publication consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up.
The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research
when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Na Urquhart:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Sebastião Salgado: Children when you essential it?
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