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Riding the High Wire is the first comprehensive history of aerial mine tramways in the American West,
describing their place in the evolution of mining after 1870. Robert A. Trennert shows how the mid-
nineteenth century development of wire rope manufacturing made it possible for American entrepreneurs
such as Andrew S. Hallidie and Charles Huson to begin erecting single-rope tramways in the 1870s and
1880s. Their inventions were followed by the more substantial double-rope systems imported from Europe.
By the turn of the century, aerial tramways were common throughout western mining regions, hauling
everything from gold and silver ore to coal and salt and changing the face of the industry.

Aerial mine tramways proved to have a special fascination; people often rode them for a thrill, sometimes
with disastrous results. They were also very temperamental, needed constant attention, and were prone to
accidents. The years between 1900 and 1920 saw the operation of some of the west's most spectacular
tramways, but the decline in high-country mining beginning in the 1920s--coupled with the development of
more efficient means of transportation--made this technology all but obsolete by the end of the Second
World War.

Historians and the general reader will be equally enthralled by Trennert's fascinating story of the rise and fall
of aerial mine tramways.

"Professor Trennert has explored a new area of mining history, and is to be commended for his pioneering
work." --Liston Leyendecker, author of The Griffith Family and the Founding of Georgetown.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Zeigler:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Riding the High Wire: Aerial Mine Tramways in the West your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get prior to. The Riding the High Wire: Aerial Mine Tramways in the West giving you
another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life
in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Irene Justice:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Riding the High Wire: Aerial Mine Tramways in the West this guide
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Christopher Hartwick:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
also you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Riding the High Wire:
Aerial Mine Tramways in the West.

Travis Mahon:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Riding the High Wire: Aerial Mine
Tramways in the West to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open



a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Riding the High Wire: Aerial Mine Tramways in the West can to
be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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