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On September 4, 1805, in the upper Bitterroot Valley of what is now western Montana, more than four
hundred Salish people were encamped, pasturing horses, preparing for the fall bison hunt, and harvesting
chokecherries as they had done for countless generations. As the Lewis and Clark expedition ventured into
the territory of a sovereign Native nation, the Salish met the strangers with hospitality and vital provisions,
while receiving comparatively little in return.
 
For the first time, a Native American community offers an in-depth examination of the events and historical
significance of their encounter with the Lewis and Clark expedition. The result is a new understanding of the
expedition and its place in the wider context of U.S. history. Through oral histories and other materials,
Salish elders recount the details of the Salish encounter with Lewis and Clark: their difficulty communicating
with the strangers through multiple interpreters and consequent misunderstanding of the expedition’s
invasionary purpose, their discussions about whether to welcome or wipe out the newcomers, their
puzzlement over the black skin of the slave York, and their decision to extend traditional tribal hospitality
and gifts to the guests.
 
What makes The Salish People and the Lewis and Clark Expedition a startling departure from previous
accounts of the Lewis and Clark expedition is how it depicts the arrival of non-Indians—not as the beginning
of history, but as another chapter in a long tribal history. Much of this book focuses on the ancient cultural
landscape and history that had already shaped the region for millennia before the arrival of Lewis and Clark.
The elders begin their vivid portrait of the Salish world by sharing creation stories and their traditional cycle
of life. The book then takes readers on a cultural tour of the Native trails that the expedition followed. With
tribal elders as our guides, we now learn of the Salish cultural landscape that was invisible to Lewis and
Clark.
 
The Salish People and the Lewis and Clark Expedition also portrays with new clarity the profound upheaval
of the Native world in the century before the expedition's arrival, as tribes in the region were introduced to
horses, European diseases, and firearms. The arrival of Lewis and Clark marked the beginning of a
heightened level of conflict and loss, and the book details the history that followed the expedition: the
opening of Salish territory to the fur trade; the arrival of Jesuit missionaries; the establishment of Indian
reservations, the non-Indian development of western Montana; and, more recently, the revival and
strengthening of tribal sovereignty and culture.
 
Conveyed by tribal recollections and richly illustrated, The Salish People and the Lewis and Clark
Expedition not only sheds new light on the meaning of the expedition, but also illuminates the people who
greeted Lewis and Clark, and, despite much of what followed, thrive in their homeland today.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Haley:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Salish People and the Lewis
and Clark Expedition is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Darryl Payton:

Typically the book The Salish People and the Lewis and Clark Expedition has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after reading this book.

Linda Meier:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Salish People and the Lewis and
Clark Expedition that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying
as your good habit, you could pick The Salish People and the Lewis and Clark Expedition become your own
personal starter.

James Martin:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book The Salish People and the Lewis and Clark Expedition. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one place to other place.
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