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How did the tall, lanky Don Quixote and the short, stout Sancho Panza become staple figures of Western
iconography, so well known that their silhouettes are easily recognizable in Picasso's famous work? How did
the novel Don Quixote, a parody of the romances of knight errantry, become a paean to the long-suffering,
impotent nobility of its deluded protagonist? According to Rachel Schmidt, the answers to both questions are
to be found in the way in which the novel's characters and episodes were depicted in early illustrated
editions. In Critical Images Schmidt argues that these visual images presented critical interpretations that
both formed and represented the novel's historical reception. Schmidt analyses both Spanish and English
illustrations, including those by William Hogarth, John Vanderbank, Francis Hayman, José del Castillo, and
Francisco de Goya y Lucientes, and explores several of the iconographic traditions present in the
illustrations: the burlesque, which focuses on the work's slapstick humour; the satirical, which emphasizes
Cervantes's supposed didactic, Enlightenment message; and the sentimental, which highlights Don Quixote's
purity of heart and purpose. Schmidt demonstrates that the illustrations offset the neoclassical criticism
contained in the same volumes and reveals an intriguing variety of historical readings, highlighting the
debates, controversies, and conflicts of interests surrounding interpretations of Don Quixote. Dealing with
such topical issues as canon formation, visual semiotics, and the impact of visual media on public opinion,
Critical Images will be of great value not only to literary scholars and literary historians but also to art
historians and those engaged in cultural and media studies.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hardin:

This book untitled Critical Images: The Canonization of Don Quixote through Illustrated Editions of the
Eighteenth Century to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can
order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this e-book from your list.

Bruno Reed:

The e-book with title Critical Images: The Canonization of Don Quixote through Illustrated Editions of the
Eighteenth Century includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after
read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book
with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Harold Smith:

This Critical Images: The Canonization of Don Quixote through Illustrated Editions of the Eighteenth
Century is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great
manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Critical Images: The Canonization of Don Quixote through
Illustrated Editions of the Eighteenth Century in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is
not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this
guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt which?

William Kavanaugh:

You may get this Critical Images: The Canonization of Don Quixote through Illustrated Editions of the
Eighteenth Century by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you
just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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