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Richard Wagner's knowledge of and passion for Greek drama was so profound that for Friedrich Nietzsche,
Wagner was Aeschylus come alive again. Surprisingly little has been written about the pervasive influence
of classical Greece on the quintessentially German master. In this elegant and masterfully argued book,
renowned opera critic Father Owen Lee describes for the contemporary reader what it might have been like
to witness a dramatic performance of Aeschylus in the theatre of Dionysus in Athens in the fifth century B.C.
- something that Wagner himself undertook to do on several occasions, imagining a performance of The
Oresteia in his mind, reading it aloud to his friends, providing his own commentary, and relating the Greek
classic drama to his own romantic view.

Father Lee also uses Wagner's writings on Greece and entries from his wife's diaries to cast new light on
Tristan und Isolde, Die Meistersinger, Parsifal, and especially the mighty Ring cycle, where Wagner made
extensive use of Greek elements to give structural unity and dramatic credibility to his Nordic and Germanic
myths. No opera fan, argues Father Lee, can really understand Wagner saving Brünhilde without knowing
the Athena who, in Greek drama, first brought justice to Athens.

Written with a clarity and depth of knowledge that have characterized all Father Lee's books on the classics
of Greece and Rome and made his six other volumes of opera bestsellers, Athena Sings traces the profound
influence - an influence few music lovers are aware of - that Greek theatre and culture had on the most
German of composers and his revolutionary musical dramas.
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From reader reviews:

Cathy Spearman:

The book Athena Sings: Wagner and the Greeks gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Athena Sings:
Wagner and the Greeks to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a
reserve Athena Sings: Wagner and the Greeks. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Christopher Sanchez:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of
being bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above.
They must answer that question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is
familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Athena
Sings: Wagner and the Greeks to read.

Sharon Garcia:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Athena Sings: Wagner and the Greeks,
you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type
is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Bradley Bishop:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Athena Sings: Wagner and the Greeks when you needed it?
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