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The foundation for a general system of morals, this 1749 work is a landmark in the history of moral and
political thought. Readers familiar with Adam Smith from The Wealth of Nations will find this earlier book a
revelation. Although the author is often misrepresented as a calculating rationalist who advises the pursuit of
self-interest in the marketplace, regardless of the human cost, he was also interested in the human capacity
for benevolence — as The Theory of Moral Sentiments amply demonstrates.
The greatest prudence, Smith suggests, may lie in following economic self-interest in order to secure the
basic necessities. This is only the first step, however, toward the much higher goal of achieving a morally
virtuous life. Smith elaborates upon a theory of the imagination inspired by the philosophy of David Hume.
His reasoning takes Hume's logic a step further by proposing a more sophisticated notion of sympathy,
leading to a series of highly original theories involving conscience, moral judgment, and virtue.
Smith's legacy consists of his reconstruction of the Enlightenment idea of a moral, or social, science that
embraces both political economy and the theory of law and government. His articulate expression of his
philosophy continues to inspire and challenge modern readers.
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From reader reviews:

Gonzalo Barnes:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Theory of Moral
Sentiments (Dover Philosophical Classics) book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Glady Curry:

This The Theory of Moral Sentiments (Dover Philosophical Classics) tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Theory of Moral Sentiments (Dover
Philosophical Classics) can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Theory of Moral Sentiments (Dover Philosophical Classics)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Angela Babb:

The book with title The Theory of Moral Sentiments (Dover Philosophical Classics) includes a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Joshua Little:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Theory of Moral Sentiments (Dover
Philosophical Classics), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on
its called reading friends.
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