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While the influence of Shakespeare on Sir Walter Scott has long been recognized, the importance of
medieval literature in shaping his creative imagination has never before been examined in depth. Jerome
Mitchell's new book fills this significant gap through a wide-ranging study of Scott's indebtedness to
Chaucer and to medieval romance, especially the Middle English romances, for story-patterns, motifs,
character types, style and structure, and detail.

Mitchell establishes more completely and accurately than any previous critic the extent of Scott's knowledge
of medieval literature. His examination of Scott's poetry, especially the long narrative poems, demonstrates
their debt to Chaucer and medieval romance. The heart of the book is a detailed analysis of the Waverley
Novels.

Scott's debt to medieval literature, Mitchell shows, was vast, profound, and elemental; it is the single most
important source area for the Waverley Novels, their warp and woof. Moreover, it is probably the key to
Scott's immense appeal?the very dimension which enabled him to cast an everlasting spell on his
contemporaries, even on such great men as Byron and Goethe, and which has charmed generations of readers
to the present day.

This pioneering book, based on extensive research in Scotland, including Sir Walter Scott's personal library,
sheds new light on the narrative substance and texture of Scott's poems and novels. Both the general reader
and the serious student will derive from it a more informed appreciation of Scott's impressive achievement.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Sawyers:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Alongside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Scott, Chaucer and Medieval Romance: A Study in Sir
Walter Scott's Indebtedness to the Literature of the Middle Ages will make you to always be smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have
you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Vanessa Gibson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Scott, Chaucer and Medieval Romance: A Study in Sir
Walter Scott's Indebtedness to the Literature of the Middle Ages why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Michael Anderson:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Scott, Chaucer and Medieval Romance: A Study
in Sir Walter Scott's Indebtedness to the Literature of the Middle Ages can be the answer, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Alice Weaver:

You may get this Scott, Chaucer and Medieval Romance: A Study in Sir Walter Scott's Indebtedness to the
Literature of the Middle Ages by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
through written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you
just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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