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The grim history of Nauru Island, a small speck in the Pacific Ocean halfway between Hawaii and Australia,
represents a larger story of environmental degradation and economic dysfunction. For more than 2,000 years
traditional Nauruans, isolated from the rest of the world, lived in social and ecological stability. But in 1900
the discovery of phosphate, an absolute requirement for agriculture, catapulted Nauru into the world market.
Colonial imperialists who occupied Nauru and mined it for its lucrative phosphate resources devastated the
island, which forever changed its native people. In 1968 Nauruans regained rule of their island and
immediately faced a conundrum: to pursue a sustainable future that would protect their truly valuable natural
resources—the biological and physical integrity of their island—or to mine and sell the remaining forty-year
supply of phosphate and in the process make most of their home useless. They did the latter.

In a captivating and moving style, the authors describe how the island became one of the richest nations in
the world and how its citizens acquired all the ills of modern life: obesity, diabetes, heart disease,
hypertension. At the same time, Nauru became 80 percent mined-out ruins that contain severely
impoverished biological communities of little value in supporting human habitation.

This sad tale highlights the dire consequences of a free-market economy, a system in direct conflict with
sustaining the environment. In presenting evidence for the current mass extinction, the authors argue that we
cannot expect to preserve biodiversity or support sustainable habitation, because our economic operating
principles are incompatible with these activities.
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From reader reviews:

Eugene Obrien:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Paradise for Sale: A Parable of Nature, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Pablo Torrey:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Paradise for Sale: A Parable of Nature your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
prior to. The Paradise for Sale: A Parable of Nature giving you yet another experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Eddie Grabowski:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Paradise for Sale: A Parable of Nature
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Paradise for Sale: A
Parable of Nature as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

Lisa Sullivan:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you personally is Paradise for Sale: A Parable of Nature this publication consist a lot of the information with



the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when
he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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