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In 1803 Lewis and Clark set out on their epic expedition across the American wilderness west of the
Mississippi, armed with the typical weapon of their day, the single-shot muzzle-loading rifle. By 1865, a
variety of breech-loading and repeating arms had been invented there were both easier to use and more
accurate. This encyclopedic study, part one of a two-part book, traces the development and uses of firearms
on the frontier during that period, drawing on primary sources such as correspondence and diaries,
newspaper accounts, government reports, and patent materials. Equally significant are the many rare
photographs and illustrations that accompany the text.

Then, as now, most of the advances in weaponry were made in response to the military’s needs, becoming
available somewhat later to civilians, and then to Indians. The authors thoroughly cover the refinements and
adaptations of weapons for employ by these three groups and by explorers and trappers, describing in detail
each gun, its modifications, operations, and uses. Some of the varieties of the weapons discussed include
rifles, smoothbores, carbines and musketoons, and pistols.

In many ways the history of firearms on the frontier parallels the history of the development of the West.
This engrossing, detailed study adds an important new dimension to our understanding of many of the
pivotal events in the settlement of the region, broadening, too, our knowledge of the individuals who took
part in them.
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From reader reviews:

Carmela Williams:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Firearms of the American West 1803-1865
(v. 1) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Patricia Briggs:

This Firearms of the American West 1803-1865 (v. 1) usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Firearms of the American West 1803-1865 (v. 1) can be
among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
anyone with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Firearms of
the American West 1803-1865 (v. 1) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Walter Telford:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Firearms of
the American West 1803-1865 (v. 1).

Gail Nugent:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Firearms of
the American West 1803-1865 (v. 1) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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