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In 1942, with a black-market chicken tucked under his arm by his mother, Leo Marks left his father's famous
bookshop, 84 Charing Cross Road, and went off to fight the war. He was twenty-two. Soon recognized as a
cryptographer of genius, he became head of communications at the Special Operations Executive (SOE),
where he revolutionized the codemaking techniques of the Allies and trained some of the most famous
agents dropped into occupied Europe. As atop codemaker, Marks had a unigque perspective on one of the
most fascinating and, until now, little-known aspects of the Second World War. This stunning memoir, often
funny, always gripping and acutely sensitive to the human cost of each operation, provides a unique inside
picture of the extraordinary SOE organization at work and reveals for the first time many unknown truths
about the conduct of the war.

SOE was created in July 1940 with a mandate from Winston Churchill to "set Europe ablaze." Itsmain
function was to infiltrate agents into enemy-occupied territory to perform acts of sabotage and form secret
armiesin preparation for D-Day. Marks's ingenious codemaking innovation was to devise and implement a
system of random numeric codes printed on silk. Camouflaged as handkerchiefs, underwear, or coat linings,
these codes could be destroyed message by message, and therefore could not possibly be remembered by the
agents, even under torture.

"Between Silk and Cyanide" chronicles Marks's obsessive quest to improve the security of agents' codes and
how this crusade led to hisinvolvement in some of the war's most dramatic and secret operations. Among the
astonishing revelationsis his account of the code war between SOE and theGermansin Holland. He also
reveals for the first time how SOE fooled the Germans into thinking that a secret army was operating in the
Fatherland itself, and how and why he broke the code that General de Gaulle insisted be available only to the
Free French. By the end of thisincredible tale, truly one of the last great World War |1 memoirs, it isclear
why Genera Eisenhower credited the SOE, particularly its communications department, with shortening the
war by three months. From the difficulties of safeguarding the messages that |ed to the destruction of the
atomic weapons plant at Rjukan in Norway to the surveillance of Hitler's long-range missile base at
Peenemunde to the true extent of Nazi infiltration of Allied agents, "Between Silk and Cyanide" sheds light
on one of the least-known but most dramatic aspects of the war.

Writing with the narrative flair and vivid characterization of his famous screenplays, Marks gives freerein to
his keen sense of the absurd and wry wit without ever losing touch with the very human side of the story. His
close relationship with "the White Rabbit" and Violette Szabo -- two of the greatest British agents of the war
-- and his accounts of the many others he dealt with result in athrilling and poignant memoir that celebrates
individual courage and endeavor, without losing sight of the human cost and horror of war.
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From reader reviews:
Wanda M ason:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, prabably you will need this Between Silk and Cyanide: A Codemaker's War, 1941-1945.

Patricia Howland:

This book untitled Between Silk and Cyanide: A Codemaker's War, 1941-1945 to be one of several booksin
which best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit init. You
will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it viaonline. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Gale Coachman:

The book untitled Between Silk and Cyanide: A Codemaker's War, 1941-1945 contain alot of information
on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all
the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous
author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with
order it. Have anice learn.

Jeannie Brenner:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Between Silk and Cyanide: A
Codemaker's War, 1941-1945 can give you alot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have
thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't redlize,
by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Between Silk
and Cyanide: A Codemaker's War, 1941-1945.
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