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In 1961, Portugal found itself fighting a war to retain its colonial possessions and preserve the remnants of its
Empire. It was almost completely unprepared to do so, and this was particularly evident in its ability to
project power and to control the vast colonial spaces of Africa. Following the uprisings of March 1961 in the
north of Angola, Portugal poured troops into the colony as fast as its creaking logistic system would allow;
however, these new arrivals were not competent and did not possess the skills needed to fight a
counterinsurgency. While counterinsurgency by its nature requires substantial numbers of light infantry, the
force must be trained in the craft of fighting a ‘small war’ to be effective.

The majority of the arriving troops had no such indoctrination and had been readied at an accelerated pace.
Even their uniforms were hastily crafted and not ideally suited to fighting in the bush. In reoccupying the
north and addressing the enemy threat, Portugal quickly realized that its most effective forces were those
with special qualifications and advanced training. Unfortunately there were only very small numbers of such
elite forces. The maturing experiences of the Portuguese and their consequent adjustments to fight a
counterinsurgency led to the development of specialized, tailored units to close the gaps in skills and
knowledge between the insurgents and their forces. This book is about the Fuzileiros or Portuguese marines,
a naval force that operated in the riverine littorals of Africa and that was both feared by the enemy and loved
by those loyal to Portugal.

The Fuzileiros underwent one of the longest and most physically demanding specialist infantry training
regimes in the world, lasting some forty-two weeks. Perhaps only 15 to 35 percent of the inductees
eventually passed the course and were awarded the traditional and highly coveted navy blue beret. When
deployed to Africa, they underwent further acclimation for weeks until they were able to move through the
slime and mud of a riverbank with ease, as their lives depended on it. They became experts at riverine
warfare and regularly ranged inland on extended patrols, many of which are recounted here. They were
comfort able with the uncomfortable fighting environment, and this ability translated into an unpredictability
that the enemy feared. This book is the story of how they came to be formed and organized, the initial
teething difficulties, and their unqualified successes.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Rael:

Typically the book The Fuzileiros: Portuguese Marines in Africa, 1961-1974 (Africa @ War Series) has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very
famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Jeffery Bruce:

This The Fuzileiros: Portuguese Marines in Africa, 1961-1974 (Africa @ War Series) is brand new way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in
reading this The Fuzileiros: Portuguese Marines in Africa, 1961-1974 (Africa @ War Series) can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books
produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Michelle Shaw:

You will get this The Fuzileiros: Portuguese Marines in Africa, 1961-1974 (Africa @ War Series) by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Sherry Francis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The Fuzileiros: Portuguese
Marines in Africa, 1961-1974 (Africa @ War Series).
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