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Dynamic changes in international institutions have been a striking feature of international politics in the
post-cold war world. The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) has been transformed into the
Word Trade Organization, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank have assumed new
roles in the transitional economies of Eastern Europe and the former soviet Union, and regional
arrangements have proliferated. With deepening economic integration, these institutions play an increasingly
important role.

In this book, a part of the Integrating National Economies series, Miles Kahler examines both global and
regional institutions and their importance in the world economy. Kahler explains the variation in these
institutions and assesses the role they play in sustaining economic cooperation among nations. With greater
tensions arising between an economy that is more integrated and a political order that remains highly
fragmented, international institutions face many hurdles in supporting policy coordination and
harmonization.

The core global institutions—the IMF, World Bank, and GATT—have redesigned their roles in response to
the new realties of economic integration. Kahler explains the evolution of these institutions, compares their
strengths and weaknesses, and analyzes their efforts to deal with deeper integration. He then considers the
array of regional institutions—the European Union, North American Free Trade Agreement, and Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation—and the tensions they must confront between national desires to maintain
political autonomy and, at the same time, benefit form intensified economic exchange.

International institutions confront common dilemmas of widening scope and larger memberships. Kahler
concludes that no single institutional model guarantees successful international collaboration. He argues that
institutional variety is inevitable and even desirable, and highlights the advantages of flexible institutions.
Rapid international economic change, domestic political demands, and the changing boundaries of
knowledge reward institutions that are decentralized and respond prompt to the demands of their members.
International collaboration may be sustained by institutions that do not display clear, substantive rules or
centralized enforcement powers.

A volume of Brookings' Integrating National Economies Series
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From reader reviews:

Irving Hansen:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book International Institutions and
the Political Economy of Integration (Integrating National Economies: Promise & Pitfalls) will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
that open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Melvin Smith:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This International Institutions and the
Political Economy of Integration (Integrating National Economies: Promise & Pitfalls) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Scott Manuel:

The guide untitled International Institutions and the Political Economy of Integration (Integrating National
Economies: Promise & Pitfalls) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality
of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
International Institutions and the Political Economy of Integration (Integrating National Economies: Promise
& Pitfalls) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Ricky Bradley:

The book untitled International Institutions and the Political Economy of Integration (Integrating National
Economies: Promise & Pitfalls) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with
easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of
literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.
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