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China has an age-old zoomorphic tradition. The First Emperor was famously said to have had the heart of a
tiger and a wolf. The names of foreign tribes were traditionally written with characters that included animal
radicals. In modern times, the communist government frequently referred to Nationalists as “running dogs,”
and President Xi Jinping, vowing to quell corruption at all levels, pledged to capture both “the tigers” and
“the flies.” Splendidly illustrated with works ranging from Bronze Age vessels to twentieth-century
conceptual pieces, this volume is a wide-ranging look at zoomorphic and anthropomorphic imagery in
Chinese art. The contributors, leading scholars in Chinese art history and related fields, consider depictions
of animals not as simple, one-for-one symbolic equivalents: they pursue in depth, in complexity, and in
multiple dimensions the ways that Chinese have used animals from earliest times to the present day to
represent and rhetorically stage complex ideas about the world around them, examining what this means
about China, past and present.

In each chapter, a specific example or theme based on real or mythic creatures is derived from religious,
political, or other sources, providing the detailed and learned examination needed to understand the means by
which such imagery was embedded in Chinese cultural life. Bronze Age taotie motifs, calendrical animals,
zoomorphic modes in Tantric Buddhist art, Song dragons and their painters, animal rebuses, Heaven-sent
auspicious horses and foreign-sent tribute giraffes, the fantastic specimens depicted in the Qing Manual of
Sea Oddities, the weirdly indeterminate creatures found in the contemporary art of Huang Yong Ping?these
and other notable examples reveal Chinese attitudes over time toward the animal realm, explore Chinese
psychology and patterns of imagination, and explain some of the critical means and motives of Chinese
visual culture.

The Zoomorphic Imagination in Chinese Art and Culture will find a ready audience among East Asian art
and visual culture specialists and those with an interest in literary or visual rhetoric.

Contributors: Sarah Allan, Qianshen Bai, Susan Bush, Daniel Greenberg, Carmelita (Carma) Hinton, Judy
Chungwa Ho, Kristina Kleutghen, Kathlyn Liscomb, Jennifer Purtle, Jerome Silbergeld, Henrik Sørensen,
and Eugene Y. Wang.
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From reader reviews:

Lucy Nelson:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Zoomorphic Imagination in Chinese Art and Culture. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any
book The Zoomorphic Imagination in Chinese Art and Culture. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Teresa Hanson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The
Zoomorphic Imagination in Chinese Art and Culture book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Omer Brown:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Zoomorphic Imagination in Chinese Art
and Culture as your daily resource information.

Victoria Austin:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and The Zoomorphic Imagination in Chinese Art
and Culture as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially.
Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other
book likes The Zoomorphic Imagination in Chinese Art and Culture to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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