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Born to a prominent Philadelphia family in 1779, Stephen Decatur at age twenty-five became the youngest
man ever to serve as a captain in the U.S. Navy. His intrepid heroism, leadership, and devotion to duty made
him a perfect symbol of the aspirations of the growing nation. Leading men to victory in Tripoli, the War of
1812, and the Algerian war of 1815, and coining the phrase "Our country, right or wrong," Decatur created
an enduring legend of bravery, celebrated in poetry, song, paintings, and the naming of dozens of towns --
from Georgia to Alabama to Illinois.

After the War of 1812, Decatur moved to Washington to help direct naval policy. His close friendships with
James Madison, John Quincy Adams, and other political leaders soon made him a rising star in national
politics. He and his wife Susan made their elegant home on Lafayette Square near the White House a center
of Washington society. The capital and the entire nation were shocked in 1820 when Decatur died at the age
of forty-one in a duel with a rival navy captain.

In this carefully researched and well-written biography, historian Robert Allison tells the story of Decatur's
eventful life at a time when the young republic was developing its own identity -- when the American people
were deciding what kind of nation they would become. Although he died prematurely, Decatur played a
significant role in the shaping of that national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hyde:

The book Stephen Decatur: American Naval Hero, 1779-1820 can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Stephen Decatur:
American Naval Hero, 1779-1820? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Stephen
Decatur: American Naval Hero, 1779-1820 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Peter Gomez:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book Stephen Decatur: American Naval Hero,
1779-1820 it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high
quality.

Dorothy Bernstein:

The book untitled Stephen Decatur: American Naval Hero, 1779-1820 contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Robert Leggett:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Stephen Decatur:
American Naval Hero, 1779-1820 is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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