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Seeking a taste of unspoiled wilderness, more than eight million people visit the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park each year. Yet few probably realize what makes the park unusual: it was the result of efforts to
reclaim wilderness rather than to protect undeveloped land.

The Smokies have, in fact, been a human habitat for 8,000 years, and that contact has molded the landscape
as surely as natural forces have. In this book, Daniel S. Pierce examines land use in the Smokies over the
centuries, describing the pageant of peoples who have inhabited these mountains and then focusing on the
twentieth-century movement to create a national park.

Drawing on previously unexplored archival materials, Pierce presents the most balanced account available of
the development of the park. He tells how park supporters set about raising money to buy the land—often
from resistant timber companies—and describes the fierce infighting between wilderness advocates and
tourism boosters over the shape the park would take. He also discloses the unfortunate human cost of the
park’s creation: the displacement of the area’s inhabitants.

Pierce is especially insightful regarding the often-neglected history of the park since 1945. He looks at the
problems caused by roadbuilding, tree blight, and air pollution that becomes trapped in the mountains’
natural haze. He also provides astute assessments of the Cades Cove restoration, the Fontana Lake road
construction, and other recent developments involving the park.

Full of outstanding photographs and boasting a breadth of coverage unmatched in other books of its kind,
The Great Smokies will help visitors better appreciate the wilderness experience they have sought. Pierce’s
account makes us more aware of humanity's long interaction with the land while capturing the spirit of those
idealistic environmentalists who realized their vision to protect it.

The Author: Daniel S. Pierce teaches in the department of history and the humanities program at the
University of North Carolina, Asheville, and is a contributor to The Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and
Culture.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Thayer:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Great Smokies:
From Natural Habitat To National Park? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have additional opinion?

Joyce Cannon:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat
To National Park will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Martin Hanson:

This Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park without we
realize teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park can bring whenever you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park having excellent arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Sherri Ellison:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park book is readable
through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Great
Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Great Smokies: From Natural Habitat To National Park is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?
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