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Does empathy felt while reading fiction actually cultivate a sense of connection, leading to altruistic actions
on behalf of real others? Empathy and the Novel presents a comprehensive account of the relationships
among novel reading, empathy, and altruism. Drawing on psychology, narrative theory, neuroscience,
literary history, philosophy, and recent scholarship in discourse processing, Keen brings together resources
and challenges for the literary study of empathy and the psychological study of fiction reading. Empathy
robustly enters into affective responses to fiction, yet its role in shaping the behavior of emotional readers
has been debated for three centuries. Keen surveys these debates and illustrates the techniques that invite
empathetic response. She argues that the perception of fictiveness increases the likelihood of readers'
empathy in part by releasing them from the guarded responses necessitated by the demands of real others.
Narrative empathy is a strategy and subject of contemporary novelists from around the world, writers who
tacitly endorse the potential universality of human emotions when they call upon their readers' empathy. If
narrative empathy is to be taken seriously, Keen suggests, then women's reading and responses to popular
fiction occupy a central position in literary inquiry, and cognitive literary studies should extend its range
beyond canonical novels. In short, Keen's study extends the playing field for literature practitioners, causing
it to resemble more closely that wide open landscape inhabited by readers.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Nelson:

In other case, little people like to read book Empathy and the Novel. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Empathy and the Novel.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Anne Stewart:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Empathy and the
Novel suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled
Empathy and the Novelis a single of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world on this book.

Joshua Stamper:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Empathy and the Novel provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Jennifer Lorenzo:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Empathy and the Novel can make you sense more interested to read.
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