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There is perhaps no more critical juncture in American history than the years in which Americans drafted the
federal Constitution, fiercely debated its merits and failings, and adopted it, albeit with reservations. In
Contested Conventions, senior historian Melvin Yazawa examines the political and ideological clashes that
accompanied the transformation of the country from a loose confederation of states to a more perfect union.

Treating the 1787–1789 period as a whole, the book highlights the contingent nature of the struggle to
establish the Constitution and brings into focus the overriding concern of the framers and ratifiers, who
struggled to counter what Alexander Hamilton identified as the "centrifugal" forces driving Americans
toward a disastrous disunion. This concern inspired the delegates in Philadelphia to resolve through
compromise the two most divisive confrontations of the Constitutional Convention?representation in the new
Congress and slavery?and was instrumental in gaining ratification even in states where Antifederalist
delegates comprised a substantial majority.

Arguing that the debates over ratification reflected competing ideas about the meaning of American
nationhood, Yazawa illuminates the nature of the crisis that necessitated the meeting at Philadelphia in the
first place. Contested Conventions is a cohesive and compelling account of the defining issues that led to the
establishment of the Constitution; it should appeal to history students and scholars alike.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Alexander:

Often the book Contested Conventions: The Struggle to Establish the Constitution and Save the Union,
1787-1789 will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Contested
Conventions: The Struggle to Establish the Constitution and Save the Union, 1787-1789 is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Evelina Soria:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Contested Conventions: The Struggle to
Establish the Constitution and Save the Union, 1787-1789 can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Tommy Cowen:

Contested Conventions: The Struggle to Establish the Constitution and Save the Union, 1787-1789 can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight
arrangement in writing Contested Conventions: The Struggle to Establish the Constitution and Save the
Union, 1787-1789 yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage
of crucial contemplating.

Donna Valdez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Contested Conventions: The Struggle
to Establish the Constitution and Save the Union, 1787-1789 or perhaps others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Contested



Conventions: The Struggle to Establish the Constitution and Save the Union, 1787-1789 to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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