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Many books and essays have addressed the broad sweep of Texas music—its multicultural aspects, its wide
array and blending of musical genres, its historical transformations, and its love/hate relationship with
Nashville and other established music business centers. This book, however, focuses on an essential thread in
this tapestry: the Texas singer-songwriters to whom the contributors refer as “ruthlessly poetic.” All songs
require good lyrics, but for these songwriters, the poetic quality and substance of the lyrics are front and
center.

Obvious candidates for this category would include Townes Van Zandt, Michael Martin Murphey, Guy
Clark, Steve Fromholz, Terry Allen, Kris Kristofferson, Vince Bell, and David Rodriguez. In a sense, what
these songwriters were doing in small, intimate live-music venues like the Jester Lounge in Houston, the
Chequered Flag in Austin, and the Rubaiyat in Dallas was similar to what Bob Dylan was doing in
Greenwich Village. In the language of the times, these were “folksingers.” Unlike Dylan, however, these
were folksingers writing songs about their own people and their own origins and singing in their own
vernacular. This music, like most great poetry, is profoundly rooted.

That rootedness, in fact, is reflected in the book’s emphasis on place and the powerful ways it shaped and
continues to shape the poetry and music of Texas singer-songwriters. From the coffeehouses and folk clubs
where many of the “founders” got their start to the Texas-flavored festivals and concerts that nurtured both
their fame and the rise of a new generation, the indelible stamp of origins is inseparable from the work of
these troubadour-poets.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Byrd:

In other case, little folks like to read book Pickers and Poets: The Ruthlessly Poetic Singer-Songwriters of
Texas (John and Robin Dickson Series in Texas Music, sponsored by the Center for Texas). You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Pickers and
Poets: The Ruthlessly Poetic Singer-Songwriters of Texas (John and Robin Dickson Series in Texas Music,
sponsored by the Center for Texas). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Lori Hunt:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you that Pickers and Poets: The Ruthlessly
Poetic Singer-Songwriters of Texas (John and Robin Dickson Series in Texas Music, sponsored by the
Center for Texas) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Donald Burgess:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Pickers and Poets: The Ruthlessly Poetic
Singer-Songwriters of Texas (John and Robin Dickson Series in Texas Music, sponsored by the Center for
Texas) book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

John Negron:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Pickers and Poets: The Ruthlessly Poetic
Singer-Songwriters of Texas (John and Robin Dickson Series in Texas Music, sponsored by the Center for
Texas) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Pickers and Poets: The



Ruthlessly Poetic Singer-Songwriters of Texas (John and Robin Dickson Series in Texas Music, sponsored
by the Center for Texas) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that
can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.
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