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Marriage was ordained by God for the good of spouses and for procreation. But how often does marriage
turn out to bring unhappiness to partners! And how often do even happy marriages end up childless! Among
the Igbo of South-eastern Nigeria, to whom offspring is the chief goal of marriage, childlessness leads often
to unhappiness in marriage and not less often to the break-up of marriages or to polygamy. In this work, the
author expounds the importance of marriage and its practice among the Igbo. He explains the importance of
children in Igbo understanding of marriage and identifies childlessness as the key factor which could
endanger (and sometimes do endanger) the Igbo acceptance of the Catholic doctrine of the indissolubility of
marriage. Using the relevant clauses of the Code of Canon Law, the author explains in detail the Catholic
understanding of marriage and the goals of the catholic doctrine on marriage. He writes of the possibility of
marriage impediments due to impotence and sterility (that lead to childlessness) and recommends not only a
thorough pre-marriage preparation but also a continual formation of marriage couples as efforts that could
check the increasing rate of divorce and polygamy due to childlessness. But the author knows that
childlessness can still occur despite all precautions. He therefore recommends adoption (instead of
polygamy) as the ultimate panacea to childlessness in marriage. The author condemns in unmistakable terms
the mentality among the Igbo which blames and traumatizes the woman in cases of childlessness.

Fr. Augustus Chukwuma Izekwe is an indigene of Akokwa in Ideato North Local Government Area of Imo
State (Nigeria). He was born in 1974. He holds Bachelor's degree in Philosophy and Theology (Seat of
Wisdom Seminary Owerri, Nigeria). He was ordained a catholic priest in 2003. Spurred by his thirst for
knowledge, he acquired Master's degree in Religious Studies (from Imo State University, Nigeria) in 2009
and the doctorate from Julius Maximilian University, W|rzburg in 2014.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Grossi:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book In the Service of Mars: Proceedings from the Western
Martial Arts Workshop 1999-2009, Volume 2. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important the book In the Service of Mars: Proceedings from the
Western Martial Arts Workshop 1999-2009, Volume 2. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Judith Bode:

This In the Service of Mars: Proceedings from the Western Martial Arts Workshop 1999-2009, Volume 2
book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This In the Service of Mars: Proceedings from
the Western Martial Arts Workshop 1999-2009, Volume 2 without we recognize teach the one who studying
it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry In the Service of Mars: Proceedings
from the Western Martial Arts Workshop 1999-2009, Volume 2 can bring if you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This In the Service of Mars: Proceedings from the Western Martial Arts Workshop 1999-2009, Volume 2
having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Bertha Chang:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take In the Service of Mars: Proceedings from the Western
Martial Arts Workshop 1999-2009, Volume 2 as your daily resource information.

Gerard Armstrong:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping In the Service of Mars:
Proceedings from the Western Martial Arts Workshop 1999-2009, Volume 2 that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as



the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants
to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may
pick In the Service of Mars: Proceedings from the Western Martial Arts Workshop 1999-2009, Volume 2
become your current starter.
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