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Historic House Museums in the United States and the United Kingdom: A History addresses the phenomenon
of historic houses as a distinct species of museum. Everyone understands the special nature of an art
museum, a national museum, or a science museum, but “house museum” nearly always requires clarification.
In the United States the term is almost synonymous with historic preservation; in the United Kingdom, it is
simply unfamiliar, the very idea being conflated with stately homes and the National Trust.
By analyzing the motivation of the founders, and subsequent keepers, of house museums, Linda Young
identifies a typology that casts light on what house museums were intended to represent and their
significance (or lack thereof) today. This book examines:

• heroes’ houses: once inhabited by great persons (e.g., Shakespeare’s birthplace, Washington’s Mount
Vernon);
• artwork houses: national identity as specially visible in house design, style, and technique (e.g., Frank
Lloyd Wright houses, Modernist houses);
• collectors’ houses: a microcosm of collecting in situ domesticu, subsequently presented to the nation as the
exemplars of taste (e.g., Sir John Soane’s Museum, Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum);
• English country houses: the palaces of the aristocracy, maintained thanks to primogeniture but threatened
with redundancy and rescued as museums to be touted as the peak of English national culture; English
country houses: the palaces of the aristocracy, maintained for centuries thanks to primogeniture but
threatened by redundancy and strangely rescued as museums, now touted as the peak of English national
culture;
• Everyman/woman’s social history houses: the modern, demotic response to elite houses, presented as social
history but tinged with generic ancestor veneration (e.g., tenement house museums in Glasgow and New
York).
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Wright:

The book with title Historic House Museums in the United States and the United Kingdom: A History
includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
particular book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

Carl Kile:

Why? Because this Historic House Museums in the United States and the United Kingdom: A History is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Sophie Clark:

This Historic House Museums in the United States and the United Kingdom: A History is great book for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can
say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Historic House Museums in the United States and the United Kingdom: A
History in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this can
be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Heather Stewart:

Beside this kind of Historic House Museums in the United States and the United Kingdom: A History in
your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Historic House Museums in the United States and
the United Kingdom: A History because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this



inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from today!
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